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ADVICE 
DAUGHTER. 


Dear DauGHnrTEeR, 


FIND, that even 
pleaſing 
tb Thoughts wil! be 
unquiet ; they wil? 

RE: EY be in motion ; and 
. che Mind can have 
en no reſt whilſt it is 


poſſeſs d by a * Paſſion, Tou 


are 
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are at preſent the chief Object of 
my Care, as well as of my Kindneſe, 
which ſometimes throweth me into 
Viſions of your being happy in the 
World, that are better ſuited to my 
partial Y/1ſhes, than to my reaſona- 
ble Hopes for you. At other times, 
when my Fears prevail, I ſhrink as 
if I was ſtruck, at the Proſpect of 
Danger, to which a young Woman 
muſt be expoſed. By how much the 
more Lively, ſo much the more Lia- 
ble you are to be hurt; as the fineſt 
Plants are ſooneſt nipped by the 
Froſt. Whilſt you are playing full 
of Innocence, the ſpiteful World 
will bite, except 7 are guarded by 
your Caution. Want of Care there- 
fore, my dear Child, is never to be 
excuſed; ſince, as to this World, it 
hath the ſame Effect as want of Ver- 
tue. Such an early ſprouting Wit re- 
quireth ſo much the more to be ſhely 
ted by ſome Rules, like ſomething 
ſtrewd on tender Flowers to pre- 
ſerve them from being blaſted, * 
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muſt take it well to be prun'd by fo 
kind a Hand as that of a Father, 
There may be ſome Bitterneſs in 
meer Obdience: The natural Love 
of Liberty may hclp to make the 
Commands of a Parent harder 
to go down: Some inward Re- 
ſiſtance there will be, where Power 
and not Choice maketh us move. 
But when a Father layeth aſide his 
Authority, and perſuadeth only by 
his Kindneſs, you will never anſwer 
it to Good Nature, it it hath not 
welght with you. 

A great Part of what is ſaid in 
the following Diſcourſe may be above 
the preſent growth of your Under- 
ſtanding ; but that becoming every 
Day Taller, will in a little time 
reach up to it, ſo as to make it ea- 
fic to you. I am willing to begin 
with you before your Mind is quite 


formd, that being the Time in 


which it is moſt capable of recei- 
ving a Colour that will laſt when it 
is mix d with it. Few things are 

A 3 well 
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well learnt, but by early Preceprs : 
Thoſe well infus'd, make them Na- 
tural; and we are never ſure of re- 
taining what 1s valuable, till by a 
continued Habit we have made it a 
Piece of .us. 

Whether my Skill can draw the 
Picture of a fine Women, may be a 
Queſtion : Bur it can be none, That 
I have drawn that of a kind Father: 
It yon will take an exact Copy, I 
will ſo far preſume upon my Work- 
manſhip, as to undertake you ſhall 
not make an ill Figure. Give me fo 
much Credit as to try, and I am ſure 


that neither your Wiſhes nor mine 


ſhall-be diſappointed by it. 
IO As rt un As As A As es 
RELIGION. 


5 firſt thing to be conſide- 
red, is Religion. It muſt be the 
chief Object ot your Thoughts, 
ſince it would be a vain thing to di- 
rect 
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rect your Behaviour in the World, 
and forget that which you are to 
have towards him who made it. In 
a ſtrict Senſe, it is the only thing 
neceſſary: You mult take it into your 
Mind, and from thence throw it in- 
to your Heart, where you are to em- 
brace it ſo cloſe as never to loſe the 
Poſſeſſion of it. But then it is neceſ- 
fary to diſtinguiſh between the Reality 
and the Pretence. | 
. Religion doth not conſiſt in belie- 


ving the Legend of the Nurſery, 


where Children with their Milk are 
fed with the Tales of Witches, Hob- 


' goblins, Prophecies, and Miracles. 


We ſuck in ſo greedily theſe early 
Miſtales, that our ripcr Underſtanding 
bath much ado to cl:anſe our Minds 
from this kind of Trab: The Sto- 
ries are ſo entertaining, that we do 
not only believe them, but relate 
them; which makes the Diſcovery 
of the Truth ſomewhat gricvous, 
when it makes us loſe ſuch a Field 
of Impertinence, where we. might 
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have diverted our ſelves, beſides the 
throwing ſome Shame upon us for 
having ever received them. This is 


making the World a Feft, and impu- 


ting to Go p Almighty, That the 


Province he aſſigneth to the Devil, 


is to play at Blind-mans buff, and 
ſhew Tricks with Mankind; and is 
ſo far from being Religion, that it is 
not Senſe, and hath right only to be 
called that kind of Devotion, of 
which Inorance is the undoubted 
Mother, without competition or diſ- 
pute. Theſe Miſtakes are therefore 
to be left off with your Hanging- 
ſleeves, and you ought to be as much 
out of countenance to be found with 
them about you, as to be ſeen play- 
ing wich Babies, at an Age when o- 

ther things are expected from you. 
The next thing to be obſerv'd to 
you, is, That Religion doth as little 
conſiſt in loud Anſwers and / devout 
Convulſions at Church, or Praying 
in an extraordinary manner. Some 
Ladies are fo extream ſtirring ar 
. Church, 
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Church, that one would ſwear the 
Worm in their Conſcience made them 
fo unquiet. Others will have ſuch 
a divided Face between a Devous 
Goggle and an Inviting Glance, that 
the unnatural Mixture maketh even 
the beſt Looks to be at that time ridi- 
culous. Theſe affected Appearances 
are ever ſuſpected, like very ſtrong 
Perſumes, which are generally 
thought no very good Symptoms in 
thoſe that make uſe of them. Let 
your Earneſtneſs therefore be reſer- 
ved fer your Ciiſet, where you may 
have Gop Almighty to your ſelt: 
In Publick be ſtill and calm, neither 
nndecently Careleſs nor Aﬀetled in 


the other Extream. 


It is not true Devotion, to put 
on an angry Zeal againſt thoſe who 
may be of a differing Perſuaſion ; 
Partiality to our ſelves makes us 
often miſtake it for a Duty, to fall 
hard upon others in that Caſe ; and 
being puſh'd on by Se conceit, we 
ſtrike without mercy, bclieying that 
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the Wounds we give are M.ritorious, 
and that we are fighting Go 
ALMIGHTY's Quarrel; when the 
Truth is, we are only ſetting out 
bur ſelves, Our Devotion too often 
breaketh out into that Shape which 


moſt agreeth with our particular 


Temper. The Cholerick grow into a 
hardned Severity war all who 
diſſent from them; ſnatch at all the 
Texts of Scriptnte that ſuit with 
their Cemplexien; and becauſe Go D's 
Wrath was ſome time kindled, they 
conclude, That Anger 1s a Divine 
Vertue ; and are fo iar from imagin- 
ing their ill- natured Zeal requir- 
eth an Apology, that they value them- 
ſelves upon it,, and triumph in it. 
Others, whoſe Nature is more Cre- 
dulous than ordinary, admit no 
Bounds or Meaſure to it; they 


grow as proud of extending their 


Faith, as Princes are of enlarging 
their Dominicnus; not conſidering, 
that our Faith, like our Stomach, 1s 
capable of being overcharg'd ; and 
| | that 
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that as the laſt is deſtroyed by ta- 
king in more than it can digeſt, ſo 
our Reaſon may be extinguiſhed by 
oppreſſing it with the Weig ht of too 
many {ſtrange things; eleckally it 
we are forbidden to chew what we 
are commanded to ſwallow. The 
Melancholy and the Sulen, are apt to 
place a great Part of their Religion in 
Dejected or Ill humour'd Looks, put- 
ting on an unſociable Face, and de- 
claiming againſt the Innocent En- 
| tertainment of Life, with as much 
Sharpneſs as they could beſtow upon 
the greateſt Crimes, "This generally 
is only a Vizard, there is ſeldom a- 
ny thing real in it. No other thing 
is the better for being Sowre ; and it 
would be hard thar Religion ſrould 
be ſo, *which is the beſt of things. 
In the mean time it may be {aid 
with truth, that this ſur/y kind of 
Devotion hath perhaps done little 
kſs hurt in the World, by ſrighting, 
| than the moſt ſcandalous Examples 
| have done by infecting it. 115 
Ha- 
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Having told you, in theſe few 
Inſtances, to which many more 
might be -added, what is not true 
Religion; it is time to deſcribe to 
you what is ſo, The ordinary De- 
finitions of it are no more like it, 
than the common Sign-poſts are like 
the Princes thcy would repreſent. 
The unskilful Daubers in all Ages 
have generally laid on ſuch ill Co- 
lours, and drawn ſuch harſh Lines, 
that the Beauty of it is not eaſily to 
be diſcerned > They have pur in all 
the forbidding Features that can be 
thought of; and in the firſt place, 
have made it an irreconcileable Ene- 
my to Nature, when, in reality, 
they are not only Friends but Twins, 
born together at the ſame time; and 
it is doing violence to them both, to 
go about to have them ſeparated. 
Nothing is fo kind and fo inviting as 
true and unſophiſticated Religion: In- 
ſtead of impoſing unneceſſary Bur- 
dens upon our Nature, it eaſeth us 
of the greater weight of our Paſſions 
= . OT 
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or Miſtakes : Inſtead of ſubduing 
with Rigour, it redeemeth us bln 
the Slavery we are in to our ſelves, 
who are the moſt Severe Maſters, 
whilſt we are under the Uſurpation 
of our = REY tet looſe and not re- 
trained. 

Religion is a chearful thing, fo far 
from being always at Cufts with 
Gcod Humour, that it is inſeparably 
united to it, Nothing unpleaſant 
belongs to it, though the Spiritual 
Ccoks have done their unskilrul part 
to give an ill Reliſß to it. A wife 
Epicure world be Religious for the 
fake of Plenſure; Good Senſe is the 
Foundation of both; and he is a 
Bungler who aimeth at true Luxury, 


2 


but where chey are join'd. 


Religion is exalted Reaſen, refined 
and fitted from the groſſer Parts of 
ir. It dwelleth in the upper Regi- 
on of the Mind, where there are 
fewer Clouds or Miſts to darken or 
offend it: Ir is both the Foundation 
and the Crown of all Vergues : It is 

Mora- 
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Morality improved and raiſed to its 
Height, by being carried nearer Hea- 
ven, the only place where Perfection 
reſideth. It cleanſeth the Underſtand- 
ing, and bruſheth off the Earth that 
hangeth about our Souls. It doth 
not want the Hopes and the Terrors 
which are made uſe of to ſupport it; 
neither ought it to deſcend to the 
borrowing any Argument out of it 
ſelt, ſince there we may find every 
thing that ſhould invite us. If We 
were to be hired to Religion, it is 


able to out- bid the corrupted World, 


with all it can offer to us, being ſo 
much the Richer of the two, in eve- 
ry thing where Reaſon is admitted 
to be a 5 of the Value. 

Since this is ſo, it is worth your 
Pains to make Religion your Choice, 
and not to make uſe. ot it only as a 
Refuge. There are Ladies, who find- 
ing by the too viſible decay of their 
good Looks, that they can ſhine no 
more by that Light, put on the Var- 
wſb of an Affected Devotion, to 
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keep up ſome kind of Figure in the 


World. They take Sanctuary in the 
Church, when they are purſued by 
growing Contempt, which will not 
be ſtopt, but followeth them to the 
Altar. Such late Penitence is only 
a Difguiſe for the tormenting Grief 
of being no more Handſome. That 
is the killing Thought which draw- 
eth the Sighs and Tears, that appear- 
eth outwardly to be applied to a 
better End. ; 

There are many who have an 4. 
guiſh Devotion, Hot and Cold Fits, 
long Intcrmiſſions, and violent Rap- 
tures. This Uncvenneſs is by all 
means to be avoided. Let your 
Method be a ſteady Courſe of good. 
Life, that may run like a ſmooth 
Stream, and be a perpetual Spring 
to furniſh the continued Exercife of 
Vertue. Your Devotion may be ear- 
neſt, but it muſt be unconſtrain'd ; 
and, like other Duties, you muſt 
make it your Pleaſure too, or elſe it 


will have very little Efficacy. By 
this 
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this Rule you may beſt judge of 
your own Heart. Whilſt thoſe Du- 
ties are Joys, it is an Evidence of 
their being ſincere ; but when they 
are a Penance, it is a ſign that your 
Nature maketh ſome reſiſtance; and 
whilſt that laſteth, you can never be 
entirely ſccure of your ſelt. 

If you are often unquict, and too 
nearly touciuid by the croſs Acci- 
dents of Life, your Devotion is not 
of the right Standard; there is too 
much Ala in it. That which 1s 
right and unmixt, taketh away the 
Stirg of every thing that would 
trouble you: It is like a healing 
Balm, that extinguiſhes the Sharp- 
neſs of the Blood; ſo this ſoſtneth 
and diſſolveth the Angniſb of the 
Mind. A Devout Mind hath the 
Privikdge of being free from Paſſi- 
ons, as ſome Climates are from all ve- 
nomous kind of Creatures. It will 
raiſe you above the little Vexatiom, 
to which others, for want of it, will 
be expoſcd, and bring you to a 


Tem- 
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Temper, not of ſtupid Indifler ence, but 
of ſuch a wiſe Refignation, that you 
may live in the World, fo as it may 
hang about you like a looſe Gar- 
ment, and not tied too cloſe to you. 

Take heed of running into that 
common Error, of applying Go D's 
Judgments upon particular Occaſi- 
ons. Our Weights and Mraſures 
are not competent to make the Di- 
{tribution either of his Mercy or his 
Tuſtice He. hath thrown a Veil o- 
ver theſe things, which makes it not 
only an Impertinence, but a kind of 
Sacriledge, tor us to give Sentence in 
them without his Commiſſion. 

As tv your particular Faith, keep 
to the Rel gion that is grown 
with you, both as it is the beſt in it 
ſel, and that the reaſon of ſtaying 
in it upon that Ground is ſomewhat 
ſtronger for your Scx, than it will 
perhaps be allow'd to be for ours, 
in reſpect that the voluminous En- 
quirics into the Truth, by Reading, 
are leſs expected from you. The 

| Beſt 
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tew Rules can be fix d to it which 
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Beſt of Books will be Direction e- 
nough to you not to change ; and 
whilſt you are fix d and ſufficiently 
confirm'd in your own Mind, you 
will do beſt to keep vain Doubts and 
Scruples at ſuch a diſtance, that they 
may give you no Diſquiet. 

Let me recommend to you a 
Method of being rightly inform'd, 
which can never fail: It is in ſhort 
this: Get Underſtanding, and practiſe 


-Vertue. And it you are ſo Bleſſed as 


to have thoſe for your Share, it is 
not ſurer that there is a Go p, than 
It is, that by Him all Neceſſary Truths 
will be reveal'd to you. 


* 
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HAT which challengeth the 

next place in your Thoughts, 

is, how to live with a Husband. And 
though that is ſo large a Word, that 


are 
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are unchangeable, the Methods being 
as various as the ſeveral Tempers of 
Men to which they muſt be ſuited; 
yet I cannot omit ſome General Ob- 
fſervations, which, with the Help of 
your own, may the better direct 
you in the Part of your Liſe upon 
which your Happineſs moſt depend- 
eth. 

It is one of the Diſadvantages 
belonging to your Sex, that young 
Women are ſeldom permitted to 
make their own Choice; their Friends 
Care and Experience are thonght 
{ater Guides to them, than their own 
Fancies : and their Modeſty often for- 
biddeth them to retuſe when their 
Parents recommend, though their 
inward Con ſent may not entirely go 
along with it. In this Calc there re- 
maineth nothing tor them to do, but 
to endeavour to make that caſie 
which talleth to their Lot, and by a 
wiſe Uſe of every thing they may 
diſlike in a Husband, turn that by 
Degrees to be very ſupportable, 

| which, 
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which, if neglected, might in time 
beget an Averſion. 

You muſt firſt lay it down for a 
Foundation in general, That there 
is Inequality in the Sexes, and that 
for the better Occonomy of the 
World, the Men, who were to be 
the Law-zivers, had the larger ſhare 
of Reaſon beſtowed upon them, by 
which means your Sex is the better 
prepared for the Compliance that is 
neceſſary for the better Performance 
of thoſe Duties which ſeem to be 
moſt properly aſſign'd to it. This 
locks a little uncourtly at the firſt 
appearance; but upon Examinati- 
on it will be found, that Nature is 
ſo far from being nrjuſt to you, that 
ſhe is partial on our Side. She hath 
made youu ſuc: large Amends by other 
Advantages, for the ſeeming JInju- 
ftice of the firſt Diſtribution, that 
the Right of Complaining is come 
over to our Sex. You have it in 
your power not only to tree your 
ſelves, but to. ſubdue your ns, 
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and without Violence throw both 
their Natural and Legal Authority at 
your Feet. We are made of diffe- 
ring Tempers, that our Defecis may 
the better be mutually ſupplied : 
Your Sex wanteth our Reaſon for 
your Conduct, and our Strength for 
your Protection Ours wanteth 
your Gentleneſs to ſoften and to en- 
tertain us. The firſt Part of our 
Life is a good dcal ſubjected to you 
in the Nurſery, where 7 reign 
without Competition, and by that 
means have the advantage ot giving 
the firſt Impreſſions. Aſterwards you 
have ſtronger Influences, which, well 
managed, have more force on your 
behalf, than all our Priviledges and 


Juriſdiction can pretend to have a- 


gainſt you. Lou have more Strength 
in your Looks, than we have in our 
Laws ; and more Power by your 
Tears, than we have by our Argu- 


ments. 


It is true, that the Laws of Mar- 
riage run in a harſher Stile towards 
your 
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your Sex. Obey is an ungenteel word, 
and leſs caſte to be digeſted, by ma- 
king ſuch unkind Diſtinction in the 
Words of the Contract, and fo very 
unſuitable to the Exceſs of Good 
Manners, which generally goes betore 
it, Beſides, the Univerſality of the 
Rule ſeemeth to be a Grievance, and 
it appeareth reaſonahle, that there 
might be an Exemption for extraor- 
dinary Women, irom ordinary Rules, 
to take away the juſt Exception that 


a ay" 
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lieth againſt the falſe Meaſure f 


general Equality. 

It may be alledged by the Connſel 
retained by your Sex, that as there 
is in all other Laws, an Appeal ſrom 
the Letter to the Equity, in Caſes 
that require it; it is as reaſonable, 


that ſome Court of a larger juriſdi- 


Rion might be crected, where ſome 


Wives might reſort and plead ſpecial- | 


ly. And in ſuch Inſtances, where 


Nature is ſo kind, as to raiſe them 


above the Level of their own Sex, 
they might have Relief, and obtain 
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a Mitigation in their own Particular, 
of a Sentence which was given gene- 
rally againſt Loman kind. The Cau- 
ſes of Separation are now ſo very 
coarſe, that few are confident enough 
to buy their Liberty at the Price of 
having their Modeſty ſo expoſcd. 
And tor Diſparity of Minds, which a- 
bove all other things requireth a Re- 


 medy, the Laws have made no Pro- 


* wifion; ſo little refined are numbers 
| of Men, by whom they are compil'd, 


This, and a great deal more might 


be ſaid to give a Colour to the Com- 


plaint. 

But the Anſwer to it, in ſhort, is, 
that the Inſtitution of Marriage is too 
ſacred to admit a Liberty of objetting 


to. it; That the Suppoſition of 


yours being the weaker Sex, having 
without all doubt a good Foundati- 


on, maketh it reaſonable to ſubject 


it to the Maſculine Dominion; I hat 
no Rule can be ſo perfect, as not to 


admit ſome Exceptions : But the Law 


pteſumeth there would be fo few: 
| found 
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found in this Caſe, who would have 
a ſufficient Right to ſach a Privi- 
ledge, that it is ſafer ſome Injuſtice 
ſhould be conniv'd at in a very few 
Inſtances; than to break into an 
Eſtabliſhment, upon which the Or- 
der of Human Society doth ſo much 
depend. 

You are therefore to make your 
beſt of what is ſettled by Law and 
Cuſtom, and not vainly imagine, that 
it will be changed for your ſake. But 
that you may not be diſcouraged, as 
if you lay under the Weight of an 
encurable Grievance, you are to know, 
that by a wiſe and dexterous Conduct, 
it will be in your Power to relieve 
your (cli from any thing that look- 
eth like a Diſadvantage to it.. . For 
your better Direction, 1 will give a 
hint of the moſt ordinary Cauſes of 
Diſſatisfaftion between Man and 
Wite, that you may be able by ſuch 
a Warning, to live ſo upon your 
Guard, that when you ſhall be mar- 
ricd, you may know how to cure 

| your 
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your Husband's Miſtales, and to pre- 
vent your Own. 

Firſt then. you are to conſider, 
ou live in a Time that hath ren- 
dered ſome kind of Frailtics ſo ha- 
bitual, that they lay claim to large 
Grains of Albwance. The World in 
this is ſomewhat uncqual, and our 
Sex ſcemeth to play rhe "The ant in di- 
ſtinguiſhing partially ſor our ſelves, 
by ma king Lat in the utmoſt degree 
Criminal in the Woman, which in 
a Mau pail: th under a much gentler 
Cenſure. 'Fhe Root and the Excuſe 
of this Injuſtice, is the Preſervation 
of Familics trom any Mixture which 
may bring a Blmiſh to them: And 
whilſt the Point of Honey continues 
to be ſo placed, it ſ ems unavoid- 
able to give your Sex the greater 
ſhare of the Penalty. But if in this 
it lieth under any D#ſ, dvantage, You 
are more than recompens d, by ha- 

ving the H.nour of Families in Your 
keeping The Conlideration ſo great 
a Truſt muſt giie you, me eth ial 
B Amends; 
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Amends; and this Power the World 
hath lodged in you, can hardly fail 
to reſtrain the Severity of an il! Huſ- 
band, and to improve the Kindneſs 
and Eſtcem of a good one. This be- 
ing ſo, remember, That next to the 
Danger of committing the Fault your 
ſelt, the grcateſt is that of ſeeing it 
in your Hrusband. Do not ſeem to 
lock or hear that May: It he is a 
Man of Senſe, he will reclaim him- 


ſclft; the Folly of ir, is of it ſelf 


ſufficient to cure him: If he is not 
ſo, he will be provcked, but not re- 
formed. To cxpoſtulate in theſe 
Caſes, locketh like decla ing War, 
and preparing Repriſals ; which ro 
a thinking Husband would be a dan- 
gerous Refleceien. Brides, it is fo 
coarſe a Realcn which will be aſſign- 
ed for a Lady's too great Warmth 
upon {uct an Occaſion, that Mode- 
ſty no leſs tlian Prudence ought to 
reſtiain her: Since ſuch an indecent 
Complaint makes a Wite much more 
ridiculons, than the Injury that pro- 

voked 
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voked her to it. But it is yet 
worſe, and, more unskillial, to blaze 
it in the World, expecting it ſhould 
riſe up in Arms to take her part: 
Whereas ſhe will find, it can have 
no other Effect, than that ſhe will 
be ſerved up in all Companies, as 
the reiguing Jeſt at that time; and 
will continue to be the common En- 
tertainment, till ſne is reſcued by 
ſome neuer Folly that cometh upon 
the Stage, and driveta her away 
from ic. The Impertinence of ſuch 
Methods is ſo plain, that it doth 
not deſerve the Pains of being laid 
open. Be aſſured, that in theſe Ca- 
ſes your Diſcretion and Silence will be 
the molt prevail ug Reproof. An A 


fected Iguorance, which is ſeldom a 


Vertue, is a great onz here: And 
waen your Husband iceth how un- 
willing you are ro be uncatle, there 
is no ſtronger Argument to per- 
{wade him not to be unjuſt to you. 
B-lides, ir will nazuially make him 
more hie. in other ti. iugs: And 

B 2 whe- 
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whether it be to cover or redeem his 
Offence, you may have the goed Ef- 
fects of it whillt it laſteth, and all 
that while have the moſt reaſonable 
Ground that can be, of preſuming 
ſuch a behaviour will ar laſt entire- 
ly convert him. There 1s nothing 
10 glottous to a Mie, as a Victory 
ſo gain'd: A Man ſo reclaimed, is 
for ever after abtreten to her Ver- 
tue; and her beating for a time, is 
more than rewarded. by a Triumph 
that will continue as long as her 
Liſe. 

The next thing 1 will ſuppoſe, is, 
That your Axb: and may love Vine 
more than 15 convenient. It will be 
granted, Jhat though there arc Vi- 
ces of a deeper Pye, there are none 
that have a greater Deformity than 
this, when it is not reſtrained: But 
with all thts, the fame Cuſtom which 
is the more to be lamented for its 
being ſo general, ſhould make it leſs 
uncaſie to cvery one in particular 


who is to ſufter by the Effects of it; 
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So that in the firſt Place, t will be 
no new thing 1: you ſhould have a 
D,unkard or your Husband, and there 
is by too frequent Example evidence 
enough that ſuen a thing may hap- 
pen, and yet a Vie may live too 
without b.ing mil.rable Se Love 
dictatetn agyiatating Words to eve- 
ry thing we tech; Ruin and Miſery 
are the terms we apply to whatſo- 
ever we do not like, torgetting the 
Mixture allotted to us by the Con- 
dition ot human Lic, by wiich it 


is not intended, we ſhould be quite 


exempt trom Trouble Ir is fair, it 
we can eſcape fuch a Deorce of it as 
would oppreſs us, and enjoy fo 
much ot the pleaſant Part as may 
leji.n the ill Taſte o, ſuch Taings as 
are unwelcome to us. Every thing 
hath two Sides, and for our own 
Eaſe we ought to direct our 
Thoughts to that wiilca may be 
leaſt liable to Exceprion. To fall 
upon the vt Side of a Drunl ard, 
giveth ſo unplaſant a Proſpect, that 

B 3 it 
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it is not poſſible to dwell upon it. 
Let us paſs then to the more favcu- 
rable Part, as far as a Wife is con- 
cern in it. 

I am tempted to fay (if the Irre- 
gularitics of the Expreſſion could in 
ſtrictneſs be juſtificd) That a Viſe 
is to thank GO PD her Husband has 
Faults, Mark the ſecming Paradox, 
my Dear, tor your own jnſtruction, 
it being intended no further. A 
Husland without Fuulis is a dange- 
rous Obſerver; he hath an Eye fo 
piercing, and ſceth every thing fo 
plain, that it 1s expoſed to his full 
Cenſure. And though I will not 
doubt but that your Vertue will di- 
appoint the ſharpeſt Enquires; Yet 
few Women can bear the having all 
they ſay or do, repreſemed in the 
clear Glaſs of an Underſtanding 
without Faults. Nothing ſoſtneth 
the Arrogance of our Natu, e, like a 
Mixture ot ſome Frailties. It is by 
them we are beſt. told, that we mult 


not ſtrike too hard upon others, be- 
21 . 
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cauſe we ourſelves do ſo often de- 
ſerve blows: Tney pull our rage 
by the Sleeve, and whiſper Gentle- 
neſs to us in our Cenſure, even when 
they are rightly applied "Ihe Faults 
and Paſſions ot H:isbands bring them 
down to you, and make them con- 
tent to live upon leſs unequal Terms, 
than faultleſs Min would be wil- 
ling to ſtoop to; fo hangity 15 
Mankind till humblid by com- 
mon Weakneſs and Deteéts, which 
in our corrupted S'ate contribute 
more towards the reconciling us ro 
one an ther, than all the Preceprs of 
the Philoſophers and Divines. So that 
where the Errors of our Nature make 
amends for the Diſadvantages of 
yours, it is more your part to make 
uſe of the Benefit, than to quarrel at 
the Fault. 

Thus in caſe a Drunken Husband 
ſhoald tall to your Share, ii you will 
be wiſe and patient, his Vine ſhall 
be of your Side; it will throw a Veil 
over your Miſtakes, and will ſet out 
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and improve every thing you do, 
that he is pleaſed with, Others 
will like him leſe, and by that 
means he may perhaps like you the 
more. When after having dined too 
well, he is reccived at home with- 
out a Storm, or ſo much as a reproach- 
ful Look, the Mine will naturally 
work out all in Kindneſs, which a 
Miſe muſt encourage, let it be wrap- 
ped up in never ſo much Imperti- 
nence. On the other Side, it would 
boil = into Rage, if the miſtaken 
Wife ſhould treat him roughly, like 
a certain thing called a kind Shrew, 
than which the World, with all its 
Plenty, cannot ſhcw a more ſenſe- 
leſs, ill-bred, ſorbidding Creature. 
Conſider, that Where the Man will 
give ſuch rogue nt Intermiſſions of 
the Uſe of his Reaſon, the Hife in- 
ſenſibly getteth a Right of Govera- 
ing in the Vacancy, and that rai- 
ſeth her Charadter and Credit in the 
Family, to a higher Pitch than per- 
haps could be done under a fober 

Hi; aud, 
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Huch aud, who never putteth himſclt 
into an Incapacity of holding the 
Reins, It theſe are not intire Conſo- 
ſationt, at leaſt they are Remedies to 
ſome Degree. They cannot make 
Drunkeine wr a Virtue, nor a Hisband 
given to It a Felicity; but you wall 
do your felt no ill Office in the en— 
dcavouring, by theſe Means, to 
make the beſt of ſach a Let, in caſe 
it ſhould happen to be yours; and, 
by the help oft a wiſe Obſervation, 
to make that very ſupyortable which 
would otherwiſe be a Load that 
would oppreſs you, 

The next Cate ] will par is, that 
your Husband may be Chulerick or Alu- 
h:mourd. To tiis may be (aid, 
That paſſiaate Men gencrally make 
amends at the Foot of the Account, 
Saci a Man, it he is angry one Day 
without any Caafe, will the n«xt 
Day be as kind without any Rea- 


fon. So that by ma bing how the 


Wheels of ſach a Man's Head are 
uſed to move, you may caſily bring 
B 5 over 
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over all his Paſſion to your party. 
Inſtead of being ſtruck down by his 
Thunder, you ſhall direct it where 
and upon whom you ſhall think it 
beſt applied. Thus are the flrongeſt 
Poiſons turn'd to the beſt Remedies ; 
but then there inuſt be Art in it, 
and a s5Skilful Haud, elſe the leaſt 
hungling makes it mortal. There 
is a great deal of nice Care requiſite 
to deal with a Man of this Com- 
plexton. Choeler proceedeth from 
Pride, and maketh a Man ſo partial 
to himſelf, that he ſwelleth againſt 
Contradiction ; and thinketh he is 
!eflened it he is oppoied. You muſt 
in this Caſe take heed of increaſing 
the Storm, by an wawary Word, or 
kindling the Fire whilſt the Wind is in 
a Corner which may blow it in your 
Face: You are dextrouſly to yield 
every thing till he beginneth to 
cool, and then by flow degrees you 
may riſe and gain upon bim: Your 
Gentlenefs well timed, will, like a 
Charm, diſpel his Anger ill placed; 
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a kind Smile will reclaim, when a fbrill 
pettiſh Anſwer would provoke him; ra- 
ther than tail, upon ſuch Occaſtons, 
when other Remedies are too weak, 
a little Vatter) may be admitted, 
which by being neceflary, wall ceaſe 
to be criminal, 

It I Humours and Sullenneſs, and 
not open and ſudden Hear is his 
Dilcaic, there is a way of treating 
that too, ſo as to make it a Grie- 
vance to be endured. In order to it, 
you are firſt to know, that naturally 
good Senſe hath a mivtu¹e of ſurly in 
it: And there being fo much Poly 
in the World, and tor the molt parc 
o triumphant, it giveth frequent 
Temptations to raiſe the Spleen of 
Men who think right. Therctore 
that which may be generally called id 
Humour, is not always a Fault; it be- 
cometh one, when either it is wrong 
applied, or that it is continued too 
long, when it is not ſo: For this 
Reaſon you muſt not too haſtily fix 
an ill Name upon that which may 

per- 
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perhaps not deſerve it; and though. 


the ' Caſe ſhauld be, that your Huſ- 


band might too ſourly reſent any 
thing he diſliketh, it may fo happen, 
that more blame ſhall belong to 
your Miſtake, than to his 1 Hu- 
mour. It a Husband behaveth himſelf 
ſometimes with an Ind ference that 
a Wife may think offenſive, ſhe is in 
the wrong to put the worſt Senſe 
upon it, if by any Means it will ad- 
mit a betcer. Some Mives will call 
it J Humour, if their Husbands 
change their Style from that which 
they uſed whilſt they made their firſt 
Addreiſſes to them: Others will allow 
no Iutermiſſien or Abatemeit in the 
Expreiſions of Kindneſs to them, 
not enough diiinguiſhing Times, 
and torgetting that it is impoſſible 
for Men to keep themſelves up all 
their Lives to the Height of ſome 
extravagant Al ments. A Man may 
at ſome Times be leſs caretul in little 
things, without any cold or ditobli- 
ging Reaſon tor it: As a Wife may 


be 
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be too expecting in ſmaller Matters 
without drawing upon herſelt the 
Inference of being wnkizd. And it 
your Husband ſhould be really ſultcn,. 
and have ſuch frequent Fits, as 
might take away the Excuſe of it, it 
concerneth you to have an Eye pre- 
pared to diſcern the firit Appear- 
ances of Cloudy Weather, and to 
watch when the Fit goeth off, which 
ſeldom laſteth long if it is let a- 
lone. But whilſt the Mind is ſore, 
every thing galleth it; and that ma- 
keth it necefiary to let the Black Hu- 
mour begin to ſpend it felt, before 
Vou come in and venture to undex— 
take it. 

It in the Lottery of che World 
you ſhould draw a Covetous Hushand, 
I conieſs it will not make you proud 
ot your good Luck; yet even ſuch-a 
one may be endured too, though 
there are few Paſſions more untra- 
ctable than that of Awvarice. You 
muſt firſt take care that your De-fini- 
tion of Avarice may not be a Miſtake. 


You 
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You are to examine every Circum- 
ſtance of your Husband's Fortunc, 
and weigh the Reaſon of every thing 
you expect from him, betore you 
have Right to pronounce the Sen- 
tence. The Complaint is now fo 
general againſt all Husbands, that it 
giveth great Suſpicion of its being 
often ill- grounded; it is impoſſible 
they ſhould all deſerve that Cenſure, 
and therefore it is certain that it is 
many times miſapplicd. He that 
ſpareth in every thing, is an inexci ſa- 
ble Niggard; He that ſpareth in no- 
thing, is an inexcſalle Madman. Ilie 
Mean is, to ſpare in what is leaſt ne- 
ceſſary, to lay out more liberally in 
what is molt required in our ſcveral 
Circumſtances. Let this will not al- 
ways ſatisfie. There are Hives who 
are impaticnt of the Rules of O.co- 
nomy, and are apt to call their H 
band's Kindneſs into queſtion, if any 
other Meaſure is put to their Ex- 
pence than that of their own Fan- 
cy. Be {ure to. avoid this dange- 
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rous Error, ſuch a Partiality to your 
ſelf, which is ſo offenſive ro an un- 
derſtanding Man, that he will very 
ill bear a Wife's giving herſelf ſuch 
an injurious Preference to all the Fa- 

mily, and whatever bclongeth to it. 
But to admit the worlt, and that 
your Husband is really a Chiſe- handed 
Iretch, you muſt in this, as in other 
Caſes, endeavour to make it leſs 
afllictins to you; and firſt you mult 
obſerve ſeafe able Hours of ſpeaking, 
when you offer any thing in oppoſi- 
tion to this reigning Humour ; a 
third Hand and a wiſe Friend, may 
often prevail more than you will be 
allowed to do in your cwn Cauſc. 
Sometimes you arc dexiroully to 
go along with him in things where 
you {ce "that the niggardly part of 
his Mind is moſt predominant, by 
which you will have the better Op- 
portunity of perſwading him in 
things where he may be more indit- 
ferent. Our Paſſions are very une- 
qual, and are apt to be raiſed 2 
lei- 
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leſſened, according as they work up- 
on different Objects; they are net 
to be ſtopped or reſtrained in thoſe 
things where our Mind 1s more par- 
ticularly engaged. In other Matters 
they are more tractable, and wall 
ſometimes give Reaſm a Hearing, 
and admit a tair Diſpute. More 
than that, there are jew Men, even 
in this Inſtance of Awvarice, ſo en- 
tircly abandon'd to it, that at ſome 
Hours, and upon ſome Occaſions, 
will not forger their Natures, and 
for that time turn Prodigal. The 
ſame Man who will erudge himf-ic 
what is neceſlary, let his P. ide be 
ralicd and he ſhall be profuſe; at an- 
other time his Anger ſhall have the 
ſame Effect; a Fir ot Vanity, Amli- 
tien, and {omerimes ot Kindneſ, ſhall 
open and enlarge his zarrow Mind; 
a Doſe of Wine will weak upon this 
tongh Humour, and for the time 
Giflelve it. Your buſineſs muſt be, 
it this Caſe happeneth, to watch 
theſe critical Moments, and not let 
ORC 
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one of them flip without making 
8 Advantage of it: And a Nie 

may be ſaid to want Heil, it by 
theſe Means ſhe is not able to ſecure 
her felt in a good Mcaſure againſt 
the Inconveni-nctes this ſcurvy Qua- 
lity in her HyG<and might bring up- 
on ner, except he ſhould be ſuch an 
incurable Monſter as J hope will never 
fall to your Share. 

The laſt Suppoſition I will make, 
is, That if your Husbaud ſhould be 
weak and incompetent to make Uſe of 
the Privileges that belong to him. 
I: will be yielded, that ſuch a one 
leaveth room for a great many Ob- 
jections. But GOD Almighty ſeldom 
ſendeth a Grievance without a Re— 
medy, or at leaſt ſuch a Mitigation as 
taleth away a great Part of the 
Sting, and the 'Smart of it. To 
make ſuch a Misfortune leſs heavy, 
you are firſt to bring to your Ob- 
ſervation, That a Wife very often 
maketh a better Figure, for her Huſ- 
band's making no great one: Aud 

there 
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there ſeemeth to be little Reaſon, 
why the ſame Lady that chuſeth a 
Muitiug Woman with worſe Looks, 
may not be content with a Husband 
with E Wit; the Argument be- 
ing equal from the Advantage of 
the Compariſen. I: you will be 
more aſhamed in ſome Caſes, of ſuch 

a Hutband, you will be loſs alraid 
han you would perhaps be of a wiſe 
one. His unſeaſunable Weakneſs may 
no doubt ſometimes grieve you ; but 
then ſer againſt this, that it giveth 
you the Dominion, ic you will "make 
the right Uſe of it. Ir is next to 
his being dead, in which Cafe the 
Wiſe hath Right to Adminilter ; 
therefore be ſure, if you nave ſuch 
an Idiot, that none except your felt 
may have the benefit or the Forfei- 
ture : Such a Fool 1s a dangerous 
Bait, if others have the keeping of 
him; and you mult be very undex- 
terous, it when your Husband ſhall 
reſolve to be an Aſs, you do not take 


care he may be your Aſs. But you 
muſt 
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muſt go skillfully about it, and a- 
bove all things, take heed ot di- 
ſtinguiſhing in Publick wuat kind 
of Husband he is: Your inward 
Thoughts muſt not hinder ti out- 
ward Payment of the Conſideration 
that is due to him: Your f{ighting 
him in Company, belides that it 
would, to a diſcerning By-l[tander, 
give too great Encouragement tor 
the making nearer Applicatyns to 
you, is in it fclt ſuch an undc- 
cent way of aſſuming, that it may 
provoke the tame Creature to break 
looſ.,, and to ſhew his Diminion tor 
his Ciedit, which he was content 
to forget tor Eaſe. In ſhort, the 
ſureſt and molt approved Method 
will be, to do like a wiſe Miuiſter to 
an ecaſie Prince; firſt give him the 
Orders you aitcrwards receive from 
him. 

With all this, that which you are 
to pray tor, is a Wiſe Huiband ; one 
that by knowing how to be a Ma- 
ſter, tor that very Reaſon will not 

let 
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let you feel the Weight of it; one 
waoſe Authority is fo fottened by 
his Kindneſs, that it giveth you 
Eaſc without abridging your Liber- 
ty; dne that will return ſo much 
Tenderneſs for your Juſt Eſteem of 
him, that you will never want Power, 
though you will ſeldom care to uſe 
it. Such a Husband is as much a- 
bove all the other kinds of them, as 
a rational S jection to a Prince, great 
in himiclf, is to be preferr'd be:ore 
the Diſquict and Uneaſineſs or Un- 
limited Liberty, 

Befo c I leave this Head, I muſt 
add a little concerning your Behavi- 
eur to Your Husbaiid's Friends, which 
requireth the m- {t retued Pait of 
your Underſtanding to acquit your 
ſelf well of ir. You are to ſtudy 
how to live with tacin, with more 
care than you are to apply to any 
other Part of your Lite; eſpecially 
at firſt, that you may not ſtumble 
at the firſt ſett ing out. The Family 
into which you are grafted will ge- 
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nerally be apt to expect, that like a 
Stranger in a Foreign Country, you 
ſhould conform to their Methods, 
and not bring in a new Model by 
your own Authority. The Friends 
in ſuch a Caſe are tempted to riſe 
up in Arms as againſt an unlawtul 
Invaſion ; ſo that you are with the 
utmoſt Caution to avoid the leaſt 
Appearances of any thing of this 
Kind. And that you may with less 
Pifliculty aiterwards give your Di- 
rections, be ſure at firſt to receive 
them from your Husband's Friends. 
Gain them to you by early apply- 
ing to them, and they will be ſo ſa- 
tisfied, that as nothing is more thank- 
ful than Pride, when, it is complied 
witli, they will ſtrive which ot them 
hall moſt recommend you : and when 
they have helped you to take root 


in your Huband's good Opinion, 


you will have leſs Dependance upon 
theirs; though you mult not neg- 
lect any reaſot. able Means ol preſer- 
ving it. You arc to conſider, that a 


Man 


46 Acdvice to a Dang bter. 


Man governed by his Friends, is ve- 
ry catily inflamed by them; and 
that one who is not ſo, will yet for 
his own ſake expect to have them 
conſidered, It is calily improved 
to a Point of Honcur in a Husbaid, 
not to have his Relations neglected ; 
and nothing 15 more dangerous, 
than to rails an Objection, which 
is grounded upon Pride: It is the 
moſt ſtubborn and laking Paſſion 
we are ſubject to, and where it is 
the fiiſt Cauſe ot the Var, it is very 
hard to make a ſecure Peace. Your 
Caution in this is of the laſt Impor- 
tance to you. 

And that you may the better ſuc- 
ceed in it, carry a ſtrict Eye upon 
tlie Impertineuce oi your Servants; 
take hced that their 2 Humour may 


not engage you to take Exceptions, 


of tacir too much aſſuming in ſmall 
Matters, raiſe Conſequences which 
may bring you under great Diſad- 
VAntacc. R. men. ber that | in the Caſe 
ot a Real: Bride, thule about her are 

g-nc- 
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generally ſo far ſuſpected to bring 
in a Forcign Intereſt, that in moſt 
Countries they arc inſenſibly redu- 
ced to a very ſmall Number, and 
thoſe of fo low a Figure, that it 
doth not admit the being Jealous 
of them. In little and in the Pro- 
portion, this may be the Caſe of 
every Ne married Woman, and 
thereiore it may be more adviſe- 
able for you, to gain the Servants 


vou find in a Family, than to tie 


vour ſelt too faſt to thoſe you carry 
into it. 

You are not to overlook theſe ſmall 
Reflexions, becauſe they may ap- 
pear low and iuconſiderable; for it 
may be ſaid, that as the greate 
Streams are made up ot the ſmall 
Drops at the Head of the Springs 
from whence they are derived; fo 
the greater Circumſtances ot your Life 
will be in fome degree ditedted b 
theſe ſeeming Trifles ; which having 
the Advantage ot being the firſt Acts 
ot it, have a greater Effect than ſing- 


ly 
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ly in their own Nature they could 
retend to. 

I will conclnde this Article with 
my Advice, That you would, as 
much as Nature will give you leave, 
endeavour to torget the great Indul- 
gence you have found ar Home. Ak- 
ter ſuch a gentle Diſcipline as you 
have been under, every thing you 
dillike will ſeem the hal ſher to you. 
The Tendernets we have had for 
you, my Dear, is of another naturc, 
peculiar to kind Parents, and differ- 
ing from that waich you will meet 
wich firlt in any Family, into which 
you ſhall be tranſplanted ; and yet 
they may be very kind too, and at- 
ford no jullitiable Reaſon to yeu to 
complain, You mult not be fright- 
ed with the firſt Appearances of a 
differing Scene ; for when you arc 
uſed to it, you may like the Houſe 
you go to better than that you left; 
and your Husbaud's Kindneſs will 
have ſo much Advantage of ours, 
that we ſhall yicld up all — 

anc 
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and as well as we love you, be very 
well contented to ſurrender to ſuch 
a Rival. 


LOL RD SO OR RL LIN 


HOUSE, FAMILY, 
and CHILDREN. 


OU muſt lay before you, My 
Dear, there arc Degrees of Care 

to recommend your ſelt to the World 
in the ſcveral Parts of your Lite. In 
many things, tho' the doing them 
well may raiſe your Credit and 
Eſteem, yet the Omiſſion of them 
would draw no immediate Reproach 
upon you : In others, where your 
Duty is more articularly appli- 
ed, the Neglect of them is amongſt 
thoſe Faults which are not forgiven, 
and will bring you under a Cenſure, 
which will be much a heavier Thing 
than the Trouble you would avoid. 
Of this Kind is the Government of 
C your 


| 
| 


50 Advice to a Daughter. 


your Houſe, Family, and Children; 
which ſince it is the Province allot- 
ted to your Sex, and that the 49 
charging it well, will, tor that Reaſon, 
be expected trom you ; it you either 
deſert it out of Lazineſs, or manage 
it ill for vant of Skill, inſtead of a 
Help you will be an Iucumbrance to 
the Family, where you are plac'd. 

I muſt tell yon, that no Keſpef is 
Jaſting but that which is produced 
by our being in ſome degree uſeful to 
thoſe that pay it. Where that fai- 
leth, the Homage and the Reve- 
rence go along with it, and fly to 


others where ſomething may be ex- 


pected in exchange for them. And 
upen this Principle the Reſpefts even 
ot the CHildten and the Servants will 
not ſtay wita one that doth not 
think them worth their Care; and 
the old Forſe-keeper ſhall make a bet- 
ter Figure in the Family, than the 
Lady with all her fine Cloaths, if ſhe 
wiltully relinquiſhes her Title to the 
Government. Thereſore take heed of 

car- 


Houſe, Family, XC 51 


carrying your good Breeding to ſuch a 
height, as to be good for nothing, 
and to be proud of it. Some think 
it hath a great Ayre to be above 
troubling their Thoughts with ſuch 
ordinary things as their Wuſe and 
Family ; others dare not admic Cares 
for tear they ſhould haſten Mrinlles; 
miſtaken Pride maketh ſome think 
they muſt keep themſelves up, and 
not deſcend to theſe Duties, which 
do not ſcem enough retin'd tor great 
Ladies to be imploy d in; forgetting 
all this while, that it is more than 
the greateſt Princes can do, at once 
to preſerve Reſpect, and to neglect 
their Buſineſs. No Age ever crected 
Altars to inſignificant Gods : They 
had all ſome Qualit) applied to 
t hem to draw Mrhip from Mankind; 
this maketh it the more unreaſona- 
ble ior a Lady to expect to be conſi- 
dered, and at the fame time reſolve 
not to deſerve it. Good Looks alone 
will not do; they are not ſuch a 
laſting Texure as to be rclied upon; 
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and if they ſhould ſlay longer than 
they uſually do, it will by no means 
be fare to depend upon them : For 
when time hath abated the Violence 
of the firit liking, and that the Napp 
is a little worn oft, though ſtill a 
good Degree of Kindneſs may re- 
main, Men recover their Sight which 
be'cre might be dazzled, and allow 
themſ-lves to object as well as to 
admire. 

In ſuch a Caſe, when a Huiband 
ſeetn an empty airy thing ſail up 
and down the Houſe to no kind of 
Purpoſe, and lock as it ſhe came thi- 
ther only to make a Viſit: When 
he findeth that aiter her Emptineſs 
hath been extreme buſy about ſome 
very ſenſcleſs "Thing, ſhe cats her 
Breuktaſt half an Hour before Din- 
ner, to be at greater Liberty to at- 
flit the Company with her Dif- 
ccurſe; then calleth for her Coach, 
that ſhe way trouble her Acquain- 
tance, who are alrcady cloy'd with 
her : And having ſome proper Dia- 

legues 
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Iogues ready to diſplay her Foliſh 
Eloquence at the Top of rhe Stairs, ſhe 
{ztteth out like a Ship out oi the 
Harbour, laden witch I rifles, and 
cometh back with them: At her 
Return ſhe repeateth to her faithſul 
Waicing- Woman, the Triumphs of 
that Day's Impertinence ; then wrap- 
ped up in Flattery and clean Linnen, 
goeth to Bed fo fatish-d, that it 
throweth her into pleaſant Dreams 
ot her own Feltcity. Such a one is 
ſeldom ſerious but with her Taylor; 
her Children and Family may now 
and then have a random Thought, 
but ſhe never taketh aim but at ſome- 
thing very impertinent. I fay, when 
a H:sband, wnoſe Province is witn- 
out Doors, and to whom the OEco- 
nomy of the Houſe would be in 
ſme Degree indecent, find:th no 
Of der nor Quiet in his Fami/y, meet- 
eth with Complaints of all Kinds 
{ptinging from this Root; the mi- 
ſtalen Lady, who thinketh to make 
amends for all this, by having a 
3 Welk 
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well-choſen Petticoat, will at laſt be 
convinced ot her Error, and with 
Grief be forced to undergo the Pe- 
nalties that belong to the ſe who are 
wilfully infignificant. When this 
ſcurvy Hour cometh upon her, ſhe 
firit groweth augry ; then when the 
time of it is paſt, would perhaps 
grow wiſer, not remembring that 
we can no more have Wiſdom than 
Grace, whenever we think fit to call 
for it. There are Times and Peri- 
cds fixed for both; and hen they 
are too long neglected, the Puniſh- 
ment is, that they are irrecoverable, 
alid nothing remaining but an uſe— 
leſs Grief lor the Folly of having 
thrown them out of our Power. You 
are to think what a mean Figme a 
Woman maketh, when ſhe is ſo de- 
graded by her own Fault ; where- 
as there is nothing in thoſe Dutics 
which are expected from you, that 
can be a leſſening to you, except 
your want of Conduct makes it ſo. 
You may love your Children Without 

living 
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living in the Nurſery, and you may 
have a competent and deſcreet Care of 
them, wichout letting it break out 
upon the Company, or © expoſing 
your ſelf by turning your Diſcourke 
that way; which is a kind ot Laying. 
Children to the Pariſh, and it can 
hardly be don any where, that 
thoſe who hear it will be fo iorgt-- 
ving, as not to think they are over- 
charged wich them. A Woman's 
Teadernef, to her Children, is one of 
the lcalt deceittul Evidenc cs of her 
Virtue ; but yer the way of expreſ=- 
ſinz it. "muſt be ſubject to the Rules 
of geod Breeding : And though a Mi- 
man o Q'ality ought not to be leſs 
kind to tnem, than Mothers of the 
meaneſt Rank are to theirs, yet ſhe 
may diſtinguiſh herſelf in the Man- 
ner, and avoid tie coarſe Methods 
which in Vomen of a lower Size 
might be more (xcuſable. You muſt 
begin early to make them love you, 
that they ma / obey you. This Mix- 
ture is no wnere more necellary than 

C 4 in 
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in Children. And I muſt tell you, 
that you are not to expect Returns 
of Kindneſs from yours, if you ever 
have any, without Grains of Allow- 
ance; and yet it is not ſo much a De- 


fect in their good Nature, as a Short- 


neſs of Thought in them. Their firſt 
I:ſufficiency makerh them lean fo en- 
tir-ly upon their Parents tor what is 
neceſſary, that the Habit of it maketh 
them continue the ſame Expectations 
for hat is unreaſonable; and as 
oſten as they are denied, ſo often they 
think they are injur'd: And whilſt 
their. Reaſon's vet in the Cradle, their 
Anger locketh no tarther than the 
thing they long tor and cannot have; 
and to be displeaſed for their own 
good, is a Maxim they are very flow 
to underſtand: So that you may 
conclude, the firſt Thoughts of your 
Children will have no {mall Mixture 
of Mutiny ; which being fo natural, 
ou muſt not be angry, except you 
would encreaſe it. You muſt deny 


them as ſeldom as you can, and 
when 
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when there is no avoiding it, you 
mult do it gently; you mult flatter 
away their ill Humour, and take the 
next Opportunity of plealing them 
in ſome other thing, before they 
either ask or look for it : This will 
ſtrengthen your Authority, by mak- 
ing it ſoft to them; and confirm 
their Obedience, by making it their 
Intereſt. You are to have as ſtrict a 
Guard upon your ſelf amongſt your 
Children, as it you were amongſt 
your Enemies. _ They are apr to 
make wrong Inferences, to take In- 
couragement trom half Words, and 
miſapply wuat you may fay or do, ſo 
as either to leſſien their Duty or to ex- 
tend their Lileri) farther than is con- 
venient. Let them be more in awe 
of your Kindneſs than of your Power. 
aud above all, take hid of ſup— 
porting a Favourite Child in its Iin— 
pertinence, Khich will give Right 
to the reſt of claiming the fame Pri- 
vilege. If you have a divided Num- 
ber, leave the Boys to the Father's 

Q's mor? 


53 Avice to a Daughter. 


more pcculiar Care, that you may 
with the greater Juſtice pretend to a 
more immediate Juriidiction over 
thoſe of your own Scx. You are co 
live fo with them, that they may ne- 
ver chuſe to avoid you, except when 
they have ended, and then let them 
tremble, that they may diſtinguiſh : 
But their Penance mult not continue 
ſo long as to grow too ſour upon 
their Stomachs, that it may not Har- 
den inſtead of correfing them: The 
kind and ſcvere Part muſt have their 
ſeveral Trras ſcaſonably applied; 
but your Indulgence is to have the 
broader Mixture, that Love, rather 
than Fear, may be the Root of their 
Obedience. 

Your Servants arc in the next Place 
to be conſidered ; and you muſt re- 
member not to fall into the Miſtake 
of thinking, that becauſe they re- 
ccive Wages, and are ſo much Ju- 
feriour to you, thereiore they are be- 
o your Care to know how to ma- 
nage them. It would be as goed 

Reaſon 
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Reaſon for a Maſter Woriman to de- 
ſpiſe the heels of his Engines, be- 
cauſ they are made of Mod. VYheſe 
are the Wheels of your Family; and 
let your Directions be never fo fault- 
leſo, yet it theſe Engines ſtop or move. 
wrong, the whole Order of your 
Hoſe is eicher at a ſtand, or diſcom- 
poled. Beſides, the Iaegquality which 
is between you, mult not make you 
forget, that Nature maketh no ſuch- 
Diſtinction, but that Servants may 
be looked upon as humble Friends, 
and that Returns of Kindneſs and good 
Uſage, are as much duc to ſuch of 
tnem as deſerve it, as their Service 
is due to us when we require it. 4 
oli Hanghitineſo in the Style of ſpeak- 
ng, or in the manner ot commanding 
them, is in it ſel very undecent ; 
bclides that it begetteth an Averfion 
in chem, ot which the Icaſt ill Effect 
to be expected 15, that they will 
be fl-w and careleſs in all that is in- 
joined them: And you will find it 
true by your Experience, that you 

will 
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will be ſo much the more obey'd as 
you are leſs imperious. Be not too 
haſty in giving your Orders, nor too 
angry when they are not alrogether 
obſervd, much leſs are you to be 
loud, and tov much diſturbed : An 
Evenneſs | in diſtinguiſhing when they 
do well or ill, is that which will 
make your Famil) move by a Rule, 
and without Noiſe, and will tha 
better ſet out your Skill in conduct- 
iug it with Eaſe and Silence, that it 
may be like a well .diſciplined Ar- 
my, which know-:rh how ro anti- 
eipate the Orders that are fit to be 
given them. You ute never to neg— 
get the Duty ot the prefent Hour, to 
do another Thing, whicn though it 

be better in it ſelt, is not to 
be unkaſonbly preteried, Allet 
well choſen Hours tbr the inſpection 


of your Family, which mav be ſo di- 


{tinguiſhed trom the reſt of vour 
Time, that the nceciſary Cares may 
tome in their proper Place, without 
any Influcuce upon your good Hu- 

mere, 
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mour, or Interruption to other 
things. By theſe Methods you will 
put your felt in Poſſeſſion of being 
valucd by your Servants, and then 
their Oveatence will naturally follow. 
I mult not forget one of the great- 
eſt Articles belonging to a Family, 
which 1s the Expence. It muſt not 
be ſuch, as by tailing either in the 
Time or Meaſure of it, may rather 
draw Cenſure than gain Applanſe = 
it was well examined, there 1s more 
Money given to be lauoh'd at, than 
for y one Thing in the World, 
though the Purchaſers do not chink 
fo. A Will ſited Rule is like the 
Line, when that is once paſs'd, we 
are under another Pole; ſo the firſt 
ſtraying from a Rule, is a Step towards 
making that which was before a Vir- 
tue, t change its Nature, and to 
grow cither into a Vie, or at lcaſt 
an Impertinence, The Ait of laying 
gut Money wiſcly, is not attaincd to 
without a great dcal of thought; and 
it is yet more diſſicult in the Caſe: of 
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a Wife, who is accountable to her 
Husband tor her Miſtakes in it. It is 
not only his Mine), his Credit too is 
at Stake, it what lycth under the 
Witc's Care is managed, cither with 
undecent Thrift, or too looſe Profu- 


fron, You are therefore to keep the 


Mean between theſe two Extremes; 
and it being hardly poſſible to hold 
the Ballance exactly even, let it ra- 
ther incline toward the /iberal Side, 
as more fſuitabl: to your Quality 
and leſs ſubject to Reproach. Of the 
two a little Money miſpent is {Woner 
recovered, than the Credit which 1s loſt 
by having it unhandſomely ſaved; and 
a wiſe. Husband will leſs forgive a 
ſbame ul Picce of Parcimony, than a 
lictle Extravagance, if it be not too 
oiren repeated. His Mind in this 
muſt be your chick Direction; and 
his Temper, when once known, will 
in a grear Mcajure jaſtiftic your Part 
in the Management, ir he is pleaſed 
wich it. 


In 
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In your Chaths avoid too much 


| Gandy ; do not value your felt upon 


an Iinbroidered Gown 5 and remember, 
that a reaſunable IId, or an gi 
Loc, will gain you more Retpcct 
than all your fize Trappings. This is 
not ſaid to teſtrain you from a de- 
cent Compliance with the World, pro- 
vided you take the wiſer, and not 
the fouliſher Part of your Sex for 
your Pattern. Some Diſtinctions are 
to be allowed, whillt they are well 
ſuited to your Quality and Fortune; 
and in the Diſtribution of the Ex- 
pence, it ſeemeth to me that a ful 
Attendance and well-choſeu Ornaments 
for your Houſe, will make you a bet- 
ter Figure, than too wmwch glittering in 
what you wear, which may with 
more caſe be imitated by thoſe that 
are below you. Yet this muſt not 
tempt you to ſtarve every thing but 
your own Apartment; or in order 
to more Abundance there, give juſt 
cauſe to the Ieait Servant you have, 
to complain of the want ot what is 

ne- 
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neceſſary. Above all, fix it in your 
Thoughts an unchans cable Maxim, 
That nothing is #r uly fine, bur what 
is fit, and tliat juſt {> much as is 
proper for your Circumſtuuces of their 
ſeveral Kinds, is much finer than all 
you can add to it. When you once 
break through theſe Bounds, you 
launch into a wide Sca of Extrava- 
gane; every thing will become ne- 
celliry, becauſe you have a mind to 
it; not becauſe it is fit tor you, but 
beeauſe ſomebody cife hath iz. This 
Lady's Logick ſetiethsRealon upon irs 
Head, by carrying the Rule from 
Things to Perſe us, and appcaling 
from what is right to every Focl that 
is in the wrong. Tie word neceſary 
is miſcrably applicd, it diſordereth 
Families and overturneth Governmeitt , 
by by ing ſo abuſed. Remember that 
Children and Fools want every thing, 
becauſe they want Wit to diltinguiſn; 
and therefore there is no ſtronger 
Fyidence of a crazy Underſlanding, 
than the waking toe large a Cata- 
l, gu 
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logue of things neceſſary, when in 
truth there are ſo very tew things 
that have a right to be placed in it. 
Try every thins firſt in your Judg- 
ment, before you allow it a place in 
| your Defire ; elſe your Hu:band may 
think it as neceſlary tor him to de- 

ny, as it is for you to have hat- 
ever is unreaſonable ; and if you ſhall 
too often give him that Advantage, 
the Habit of Refuſing may perhaps 
reach to things that are not unfit tor 
you. 

There are unthinking Ladies, who 
do not enough coulider, how lutle 
their own Figure aoreeth with the 

fine Things they are ſo proud of. 

| Others when they have them, will 
hardly allow them to be viſible ; they 
cannot be ſeen without Light, and 
that is many Timcs ſo fancy and ſo 
pry ing, that like a too forwfa Gal- 
lant, it is to be forbid the Chamber. 
Some, when you are uſhered into 

their Dark Ruele, it is with {uch ſo- 
lemnity, that a Man would ſwear 

: there 
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there were ſomething in it, till the 
Unskilful Lady breaketh ſilence, and 
beginneth a Chat, which diſcovereth 
It is a Poppet-Play with Magnifi- 
eent Scenes. Many eſteem things 
rather as they are hard to be gotten, 
than that they are worth getting: 
This looketh as it they had an In- 
tereſt to purſue that Maxim, becauſe 
a great Part of their own Value de- 
pendeth upon it. "Truth in theſe Ca- 
{es would be often wunmainnerly, and 
might derogate from the Perogative 
great Ladies would aflume to them- 
ſelves, of being diſtin-.t Creatures 
from thoſe oi their Scx, which are 
inicriour, and of leſs difficult Acceſs. 
In other things too, your Condi- 
tion mult give tae Rule ro you, and 
therefore it is not a Witc's Part to 
aim at more than a bounded Libera- 
lity; the farther Extent of that Qua- 
lity ( otherwiſe to be commcnacd ) 
belongeth to the Husband, no hath 
better Means tor it. Genereſity wrong 
placed becometh a Vice It is no 
more 
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more a Virtue when it groweth in- 
to an Iaconvenience. Virtues mult be 
inlarged or reſtrained, according to 
differing Circumſtances. A Princely 
Mind will undo a private Family: 
J herefore things muſt be ſuited, or 
elſe they will not deſerve to be com- 
mended, let them in themſclves be 
never ſo valuable: And the Expecta- 
tions of the World are beſt an{wer- 
ed, when we acquit our ſelves in 
that manner nich ſeemeth to be 
preſcrib'd to our ſeveral Conditions, 
without uſurping upon thoſe Duties, 
wich do not ſo particularly belong 
to us. 

1 will cloſe the Conſideration of 
this Article or Expence, with this 
ſhort Word: Do not fetter your (elf 
with ſuch a Reſtraint in it as may 
make you remarkable ; but remem- 
ber that Virtue is the greatelt O, na- 
ment, and good Senſe the beſt Equi= 
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BEHAVIOUR and 
CONVERSATION. 


I T is time new to lead you out of- 
your Houſe into the World. A 
dangerous Step; where your Virtue 
alone will not ſecure you, except it 
is attended with a great deal of 
Prudence. You muſt have both tor 
your Guard, and not {tir without 
them. Tac Enemy is abroad, and 
you are {ure to be taken, if you are 
found ſtraggling. Your Behavicur is 
therefore to incline ttrongly towards 
the reſe-v/d Part; your Charafler is 
to be immovcably fixed upon that 
Bottom, not excluding a Mixture of 
greater Freedom, as tar as it may 
be innocent and well timed. Tae 
Extravagances of the Age hath made 
Caution more neceſſary; and by the 
ſame Reaton that the too great Li- 


cence ot. 1 Men hath by Conſe- 
quence 
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quence in many things reſtrained the 
lawtul Liberty of thoſe who did 
not abuſe it, the unjuſtifiable Free- 
doms of ſome of your Sex have in- 
volved the reſt in the Penalty of be- 
ing reduced. And though this can- 
not ſo alter the Nature ot Things, as 
to make that Criminal which is in 
it ſelf indifferent; yet if it maketh 
it dangerous, that alone is ſufficient 
to jultify the Reſtra:nt. A cloſe Beha- 
viour is the fitteſt to receive Virtue 
for its conſtant Gueſt, becauſe there, 
and there only, it can be ſccure. 
Proper ReſerTes are the Out-works, 
and mult never be deſcrted by thoſe 
who intend to keep the Place ; they 
keep oft the Poſſibilities not only 
ot being talen, but of being at- 
tempted; and if a Woman ſceth 
Danger, tho' at never fo remote a 
Diſtance, ſhe, is for that I ime to 
ſhorten her Line of Liberty. She 
who will allow herſclf to go to the 
utmoſt Extent of every thing that is 
lawful, is ſo very ncar going ſar- 

ther, 


n. 


| 
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ther, that thoſe who lie at watch, 
will begin to count upon ner. 
Mankind, from the double Temps» 
tation of Vanity and Defire, is apt to 
turn every thing a H/iman doth to 
the hopeful fide; and there are few 
who dare to make an impudent Ap— 
plication, till they diſcern ſomething 


which they are willing to take 


for an Encouragement. It is fater 
therciorc to prevent ſuch Forward- 
eſs, than to go about to cure it. It 
gathereth Strength by the firſt Alow- 
ances, and claimeth a Right from 
having been at any time ſuffered 
with Impunity. Therefore nothing 
is with more care to be avoided, 


than ſuch a kind of Civility as may 
be miſtaken for Invitatien; and it 


will not be cnough fer you to keep 
your felt free from any criminal 
Engagements; for if you do that 
which either raiſeth Hopes or createth 
Diſcourſe, there is a Spot thrown 


upon your Good Name; and thoſe 
kind of Stains are the harder to be 


taken 


4 
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taken out, being dropped upon you 
by the Man's Vanity, as well as by 
the Woman's Malice. 

Moſt Men are in one Scnſe Plato- 
nick Lovers, though they are not wil- 
ling to own tha: Character. Tncy 
are ſo far Ph ſ-phers, as to allow, 
that the greateſt Part of Fleaſurc li- 
eth in the A7 ad; and in purſuance 
of that Maxim, there are few uno 
do not place tlie Felicity more 
in the Opinion of the World, of 
their being proſperous Lovers, tlian in 
the Bleſſing itſelf, how much Ge- 
ver they appear to value it. This 
being ſo, you mult be very cautious 
not to gratiiy theſe Cameleons at the 
Price of bringing a Cloud upon your 
Reputation, which may be deeply 
wounded, tho” your Conſcience is un- 
concern'd. 

Your own Sex too will not fail to 
help the leaſt Appearance that giveth 
a Handle to be ill-· turned. The beſt 
of them will not be diſpleaſcd to im- 
prove their own Value, by laying 


others 
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others under a Diſadvantage, where 
there is a fair Occaſion given for it. 
Ic diſtinguiſhes them {till the more : 
Their own Credit is more exalted, 
and like a Picture {ct off with Shades, 
ſhincth more when a Lady, either 
leſs innocent or leſs diſcreet, is ſet 
near, to make them appear ſo much 
the brighter. It theſe lend their 
Breath to blaſt ſuch as are ſo unwa- 
ry as to give them this Advantage, 
you may be ſure there will be a 
ſtronger Gale from thoſe, who, be- 
ſides Malice or Emulation, have an 
Intereſt too, to ſtrike hard upon a ver- 
tuous Woman. It ſcemeth to them 
that their Load of Infamy is leſſened, 
by throwing part of it upon others: 
So that they will not only improve 
when it lieth in their way, but take 
pains to find out the leaſt Miſtake an 
innocent Woman committeth, in Re- 
venge of the Injury ſhe doth in lead- 
ing a Life which is a Reproach to 
them With theſe you muſt be ex- 
treme wary, and neither provoke 

| them 
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them to be angry, nor invite them to 
be intimate. 

T'o the Men you arc to have a Be- 
havior which may fecure you, with- 
out offending them. No ill-bred ak- 
fected Shyucſs, nor a Roughneſs, un- 
ſuitable to your er and unneceſſary 
to your YVi:tue; but a Way of Li- 
ving that may prevent all Courſe of 
Ralleries or vumannerl F cedoms; Looks 
that ſorbid without Ry leneſs, and 
oblige wi.nout Juvitati:n, or leaving 
room for the ſaucy Interences Mens 
Vanity ſuggeſteth to them upon the 
leaſt Encouragements. This is ſo 
very nice, that it muſt engage you 
to have a perpetual Watch upon your 
Eyes, and to remember taar one care- 
leſs Glance giveth more Advantage 
than a buadred Words not enough 
conſidered ; the Language of the Eyes 
being very much the anoſt ſigniſicant 
and the moſt obſerved. 

Your Civilit), which is always to 
be preſerved, muſi not be carried to 
a Compliance, winch may betray you 

Into 
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into irrecoverable Miſtakes. This 
French ambiguous Word Complaiſance, 
hath led your Sex into more blame, 
than all other Things put together. 
It carrieth them by Degrees into a 
certain Thing, called a good kind of 
Wiman, an eaſy idle Creature, that 
doth neither God nor I but by chance, 
hath no Choice, but leaveth that to 
the Company ſhe keepeth. Time, 
which by degrees addeth to the Sig- 
nification of Words, hath made her, 
according to the modern Stile, lit- 
tle better than one who thinketh it 
a Rudeneſs to deny when civilly re- 
quircd, either her Service in Perſon, 
or her friendly Aſſiſtance, to thoſe 
who wevld have a Meeting, or want 
a Confident, She is a certain Thing 
always at hand, an eafie Companion, 
who hath cver great Compaſſion for 
diſtreſſed Lovers : She cenſureth no- 
thing but Rigeur, and is never with- 
out a Plaiſter tor a wounded Reputa- 
tion, in which chiefly lieth her Skill 

ia Chirurgery : She ſeldom * 
| : r0* 
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Propriety of any particular Gallant, 
but liveth upen Brokage, and waiteth 
for the Scraps her Friends are content 
to leave her, 

There is another Character not 
quite ſo criminal, yet not leſs ridi- 
culous ; which is that of a good hu- 
mour d Woman, one who thinketh ſhe 
muſt always be in a Laugh, or a 
broad Smile, becauſe Good-Humour is 
an obliging Quality ; thinketh 'it 
leſs ill Manners to talk impertinently 
than to be ſilent in Company. When 
ſuch a prating Engine rideth Admiral, 
and carrieth the Lanthorn in a Circle of 
Fools, a chearful Coxcomb coming in 
for a Recruit, the chattering of Mon- 
keys is a better Noiſe than ſuch a 
Concert of ſenſeleſs Merriment. If ſhe 
is applauded in it, ſhe is ſo encou- 
raged, that, like a Balad-ſinger, who 
if commended breaketh his Lungs, 
ſhe letteth herſelf looſe, and over- 
floweth upon the Company. She 
concelveth that Mirth is to have no 
Intermiſſion, and therefore ſhe will 

D 2 carry 
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carry it about with her, though it 
be to a Funeral; and it a Man 
ſhould put a familiar Queſtion, ſhe 
doth not know very well how to be 
angry, for then ſhe would be no 
more that pretty thing called a Good- 
humour'd Woman. I his Neceſſity of 
appearing at all Times to be fo 
infinitely pleaſed, is a grievous Mi- 
Rake; ſince in a handſome Woman 
that Invitation is unneceſſary; and 
in one who is not ſo, ridiculous. It 
is not intended by this, that you 
would forſwear Laughing; but re- 
member, that Fools being always 
painted in that Poſture, it may tright 
thoſe who are wiſe from doing it 
too frequently, and going roo near a 
Copy which is ſo little i inviting ; and 
much more [rom doing it loud, which 
is an unnatural Sound, and looketh 
ſo much hke another Sex, that few 
Things are more offenſive. That 
boiterow Kind of Jollity is as contra- 

to Wit and Good Manners, as it 1s 
to Modeſty and Virtue. Belides, it is 
RS | a coarſe 
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a coarſe kind of Quality, that throw- 
eth a Woman into a lower Form, 
and degradeth her from the Rank 
of thoſe who are more refined. Some 
Ladies ſpeuk loud and make a noiſe 
to be the more minded, which look- 
eth as it they beat their Drums 
for Volunteers; and it by Mistortune 
none come in to them, they may, 
not without Reaſon, be a good deal 
out ot Countenance. 

There is one Thing yet more to 
be avoided, which is, the Example 
of thoſe who intend nothing farther 
than the Vanity of Conqueſt, and 
think themſclves ſecure ot not ha- 
ving their Honour tainted by ir. 
Some are apt to believe their Vir tue 
is too obſcure and not enough known, 
except ic is expoſed to a broader 
Light, and ſet out to its belt Advan- 
tage by ſome publick Trials. Theſe 
are dangerous Experiments, and ge- 
nerally fail, being built upon "fo 
weak a Foundation, as that ot a too 
great Confidence in our ſelves. It is 


3 as 
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as ſafe to play with Fire, as to dally 
with Gallantry. Love is 'a Paſſion 
that hath Friends in the Garriſon, 
and for that Reaſcn muſt by a Wo- 
man be kept at ſuch a diſtance, that 
ſhe may not be within the Danger 
of doing the moſt uſual thing in the 
World, which is conſpiring againſt 
her ſelf : Elſe the humble Gallant, 
who is only admitted as a I rophy, 
very often becometh the Conqueror; 
he putteth on the Style of Victory, 
and from an Admirer groweth into 
a Maſter, for ſo he may be called 
from the Moment he is in Poſſeſſion. 
The firſt Reſolutions of ſtopping at 
good Opinion and Eſteem, grow 
weaker by degrees againſt the Charms 
of Courtſhip $kilfully applied. A Lady 
is apt to think a Man ſpeaketh fo 
much Reaſon wiillt he is Cemmend- 
ing her, that ſhe hath much ado to 
believe him in the wrong when he 
is making Love to her : And when, 
beſides the natural Inducements your 
Sex hath to be mercijul, ſhe is bri- 

bed 
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Creature is in danger ol beiug caught, 
like a Bird liſtning to the Whiſtle of 
one that hath a Snare tor it. Con- 
queſt is ſo tempting a Thing, that 
it often maketh Women miltake Mens 
Submiſſions; which with all their air 
Appearance, have generally leſs Re- 
ſcect than Art in them. You are to 
remember, that Men who ſay ex- 
treme fine Things, many Times ſay 
them moſt tor their own Sakes ; 'and 
that the vain Gallant is oſten as 
well pleaſed with his own Compli- 
ments, as he could be with the kind- 
eſt Anſwer. Where there is not that 
Oſtentation, you are to ſuſpe& there 
is Deſigu : And as ſtrong Perfumes arc 
ſeldom uſed but where they are ne- 
ceſſary to ſmother an unwelcome 
Scent, ſo exceſſive good Words leave 
room to believe they arc ſtrew'd to 
cover ſomething, which is to gain 
Admittance under a Diſguiſe. You 
maſt therefore be upon your Guard, 
and conſider, that of the two, Re- 
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ſpe is more dangerous than Anger. 
ir puts cven the beſt Underſtandings 
out of their Place for the Time, till 
their ſecond Thoughts reſtore them; 
it ſtealeth upon us inſenſibly, and 
throweth dowrs cur Defences, and ma- 
keth it too late to reſiſt, after we have 
given it that Advantage. Whercas 
Railing gocth away in Sound; it hath 
ſo much Noiſe in it, that by giving 
warning it beſpeaketh Caution. Re- 
Jpeft is a flow and ſure Poiſon, and 
like Poiſon {welleth us within our 
ſelves. Where it prevaileth too much 
it groweth to be a kind of Apoplexy 
in the Mind, turneth quite round, 
and after it hath once ſciz d the Un- 
derſtanding, becometh mortal to it. 
For theſe Reaſons, the ſabeſt way is 
to treat it like a {ly Enemy, and to 
be perpetually upon rac watch a= 
gainſt it. 

Iwill add one Alvice to ; canchide 
this Head, which is, that you will 
let every ſeven Years make ſome Al- 


teration in you towards the Graver 
ſide, 


— 


—— 
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fide, and not be like the Girls of 
Fifty, who reſolved to be always 
Toung, whatever Time with his Iron 
Teeth hath determined to the con- 
trary. Unnatural Tliings carry a De- 
formity in them never to be diſguiſed; 
the Livelineſ of Touth in a riper Age, 
looketh like a new Patch upon an old 
Goon; fo that a Gay Matron, a 
chearful old Foul, may be reaſonably 
put into the Liſt of the Tamer Kind 
of Munflers, There is a certain Crea- 
ture calld a Grave Hibby-Horſe, 4 
kind of a ſhe Numps, that pretendeth 
to be pulled to a Play, and muſt 
needs go to Burtholemew-Fair, to 
look atter che young Folks, whom 
ſhe only ſecmerh to make her Care, 
in reality ſhe taketh them tor her Ex- 
cuſc, Such an old Butterfly is of all 
Creatures the moſt ridiculous, and 
the ſooneſt found out. It is good 
to be carly in your Caution, to a- 
void any thing that cometh within 
diſtance of ſuch deſpicable Patterns, 


and not like ſome Ladies, who deter 
D 5 their 
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their Converſion, till they have been 
ſo long in Poſſeſſion of being laughed 
at, that the World doth not know 
how to change their Style, even when 
they are reclaimed ſrom that which 
gave the firſt Occaſion for it. 

The Advantages of being reſerved 
are too many to be ſet down; I will 
only ſay, that it is a Guard to a good 
Woman, and a Diſguiſe to an ill one. 
It is of ſo much uſc to both, that thoſe 
ought to uſe it as an Avrtifce, who 
xcfuſe to practiſe it as a Virtue. 


eee os of 
FRIENDSHIPS. 


Muſt in a particular Manner re- 
commend to you a ſtrict Care in 
the Choice of your Friendbips. Per- 
haps the beſt arc not without their 
Objeftions ; but however, be ſure that 
yours may not ſtray from the Rules 
which the wiſer Part of the World 
hath ſet to them. The Leagues Of- 
ſenſive and Defenſive ſeldom hold in 
Puliticks, and much leſs in Friend bi ps. 
The violent Jutimac'es, when once 
broken, of which they ſcarce ever 
fail, make ſuch a Neiſe; the Bag of 
Secrets untied, they fiy about like 
Birds let looſe from a Cage, and be- 
come rhe Entertainment of the Town, 
Beſides, theſe great Dearneſſes by de- 
grees grow injurious to the reſt of your 
Acquaintance, and throw them off 
from you. There is ſuch an Offen- 
ſive Diſtinction when the dear Friend 
cometh into the Room, that it is fling- 
ing Stones at the Company, who are 
not apt to forgive it. 
Do 


* 
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Do not lay out your Friendſhip too 
laviſhly at firſt, ſince it will, like other 
things, be ſo much the ſooner ſpent ; 
neither let it be of too ſudden a 
growth; for as the Plants which 
ſhoot up too faſt are not of that Con- 
tinuance, as thoſe which take more 
time for it; ſo too ſwiſt a Progreſs 
in pouring out your Kindneſs, is a 
certain Sign that by the Courſe of 
Nature it will not be long-lived. You 
will be. reſponſable to the World, it 
you pitch upon ſuch Friends as at 
the time are under the Weight of any 
criminal Oljection. In that Caſe you'll 
bring yourſe!t under the Diſadvanta- 
ges of their Character, and mult bear 
your Part of it. Chnfing implicth appro- 
wing ; and it you fix upon a Lady tor 
your Friend againſt whom the World 
ſhall have given Judgment, tis not 
ſo. well-natur'd as to believe you are 
altogether averſe to her Way of li- 
ving ; ſince it doth not diſcourage 
you from admitting her into your 
Kindueſs: And Reſemllance of Incli- 

nation: 


FRIENDSHIPS 85 


nations being thought none of the 
leaſt Inducements to Friendſbip, you 
will be looked upon at leaſt as a 
Well-wiſher, if not a Partner, with 
her in her Faults. If you can for- 
give them in another, it may be 
preſumed you will not be leſs gentle 
to your ſelf; and therefore you muſt 
not take it ill, it you are reckoned 
a Croupiere, and condemned to pay 
an cqual Share with ſuch a Friend of 
the Reputation ſhe hath loſt, | 
If it happeneth that your Friend 
ſhould fall from the State of Innocence 
after your Kindneſs was engaged to 
her, you may be flow in your Be- 
lief in the Beginning of the Diſcove- 
ry: But as ſoon as you are convin- 
ced by a rational Evidence, you muſt 
without breaking too roughly, make 
-a fair and quick Retreat from ſuch 
a Miſtaken Acquaintance : Elſe b 
moving too ſlowly from one that is ſo 
tainted, the Contagion may reach 
you fo far, as to give you Part of 
the Scandal, tho not of the Guilt, 


This 
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This Matter is ſo nice, that as you 
muſt not be too haſty to join in the 
Cenſure upon your Friend when ſhe 
is accuſed, lo you are not on the other 
Side to defeud her with too much 
warmth; for it ſhe ſhould happen 
to deſerve the Report of Common 
Fame, beſides the Vexation belong- 
ing to ſuch a Miſtake, you will draw 
an i Appearance upon your felt, and 
it will be thought you pleaded for 
her not without ſome Confideration of 
your felf, The Anger which muſt 
be put on to vindicate the Reputation 
of an injur'd Friend, may incline the 
Company to ſuſpect you would not 
be ſo zealuus, if there was not a poſ- 
ſibility that the Caſe might be your 
own. For this Reaſon you are not 
to catry your Dearneſs ſo far, as ab- 

ſolutely to loſe your Sight where 

your Friend is concerned. Bccaule 

Malice is too quick-ſighted, it doth 

not follow, that Friend hip muſt be 
blind: There is to be a Mean be- 
tween theſe two Extreams, elſe your 
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you into a very ridiculous Figure, and 
by degrees you may be preferr'd to 
ſuch Offices as you will not be 
proud of. Your 1gzorance may leſſen 
the Guilt, but will improve the Teſt 
upon you, who ſhall be kindly ſoli- 
citous to procure a Meeting, and in- 
nocently contribute to the Js you 
would avoid : Whilſt the Contriving 
Lovers, when they are alone, ſhall 
make you the Subject of their Mirth, 
and perhaps ( with Reſpect to the 
Goddeſs ot Leve be it ſpoken ) it is 
not the worlt part of their Entertain- 
ment, at leaſt it is the moſt laſting, 
to laugh at the believing Friend, who 
was ſo eaſily deluded. 

Let the good Senſe of your Friends 
be a chief Ingredient in your Choice 
ot them; elſe let your Reputation be 
never ſo clear, it may be clouded 
by their Inpertinence. It is like our 
Houſcs being in the Power of a 
drunken or a careleſs Neighbour ; 
only ſo much worſe, as that there 
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will be no Inſurance here to make 
you amends, as there is in the Caſe 
of Fire. 

To conclude this Paragraph : If 
Formality is to be allowed in any In- 
ſtance, it is to be put on to reſiſt the 
Invalion of ſuch forward Women 
as ſhall preſs themſclyes into your 
Friendhip, where, if admitted, they 
will cicher be a Snare or an Incum- 
brance. 


CE N- 
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CASA eee STA 
CERN EU RE; 


Will come next to the Conſidera- 

tion, how you are to manage 
your Cenſure; in which, both Care 
and Sill will be a good deal requi- 
red. To diſtinguiſh i is not only na- 
tural but neceſſary ; and the Effect of 
it is, That we cannot avoid giving 


Judgment in our Minds, either to 


abſolve or condemn, as the Caſe requi- 
reth. The Difficulty is, to know 
when and where it is fit to proclaim 
the Sentence. An Averſion to what is 
Criminal, a Contempt of what is Ri- 
diculous, are the inſeparable Compa- 
nions of Underſtanding and Virtue ; 
but rhe letting them go farther than 
our own Thoughts, hath ſo much 
Danzer in it, that though it is nei- 
ther poſſible nor fit to ſuppreſs them 
intircly, yet it is neceſſary they 
ſhould be kept under very great 
Reſtraints. An unlimited Liberty of 
this kind, is little leſs than ſending a 


Herald and proclaiming War to the 


Vorld, 
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World, which is an angry Beaſt when 
ſo provoked. The Conteſt will be 
wnequal, though you arc never ſo 
much in the right: And it you be- 
gin againſt ſuch an Adverſary, it 
will tear you in Pieces, with this 
Juſtification, that it is done in its 
own defence. You mult therefore 
take heed of Laughing, except in Com- 
pany that is very ſure. It is throu- 
ing Snow-balls againſt Bullets; and 
it is the Diſadvantage of a Woman, 
that the Malice of the World will 
help the Brutality of thoſe who will 
throw a f/lovenly Untruth upon her. 
You are tor this Reaſon to ſuppreſs 
your Inpatience tor Fools; who, be- 
ſides they are too ſtrong a Party to 
be unneceſſarily provoked, are of all 
others the moſt dangerous in this 
Caſe. A Blickhead in his Rage will 
return a dal Jeſt that will lie hea- 
vy, though there is not a Grain of 
Wit in ic. Others will do it with 
more Art, and you mult not think 
your ſelf ſecure becauſe your Repu- 


tation 
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tation may perhaps be out of the 
reach of J/-will; for it it findeth 
that Part guarded, it will feck one 
which is more expoſed. Ir flieth, 
lik a corrupt Humour in the Body, 
to the weakeſt Parr. It yon have a 
tender Side, the World will be {ure 
to find it, and to put tlie worſt Co- 
lour upon all you 6 or do, give an 
Aggravation to cvery thing that may 
lefien you, and a ſpiteſul Fan to eve- 
ry thing that might recommend you. 
Anger laycth open thoſe Deͤtects 
which Friend/bip would not fee, and 
Civility might be willing to torget ; 
Malice needeth no ſuch Invitation to 
encourage it, neither are any Pais 
more {uperfiuous than thoſe we take 
to be ill ſpoken of, If Envy, which 
never dieth, and ſeldoni flecpeth, is 
content ſometimes to be in a Hum- 
ber, it is very unskiliul ro make a 
noiſe to awake it. 

Beſides, your Mit will be miſap- 
plicd it it is wholly directed to diſ- 
cern the Faults of others, when it is 
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ſo neceſſary to be often uſed to mend 
and prevent your own. The ſending 
our Thoughts too much abroad hath 
the ſame Effect, as when a Family 
never ſtayeth at Home; Neglect and 
Diſorder naturally ſolloweth; as it 
muſt do within our ſelves, if we do 
not frequently turn our Eyes inwards, 
to {ce what is amiſs with us, where 
it is a Sign we have an unwelcome 
Proſpett, when we do not care to 
looł upon it, but rather ſeek our Con- 
folations in the Faults of thoſe we 
converſe with. 

Avoid bcing the firſt in fixing a 
hard Cenſure ; let it be confirmed by 
the general Voice, before you give 
into it; neither are you then to give 
Sentence like a Magiſtrate, or as if. 
you had a ſpecial Authority to beſtow 
a good or if Name at your Diſcretion. 
Do not dwell too long upon a weak 
Side, touch and go away; take Plca- 
fure to ſtay longer where you can 
commend ; like Bees that fix only up- 
on thoſe Herbs out of which they 
may 
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may extract the Juice of which their 
Honey is compoſed. A Virtze ſtuck 
with Briſtles is too rough tor this 
Age ; it muit be adorn'd with ſome 
Flowers, or elſe ic will be unwilling- 
ly entertained ; ſo that even where 
it may be fit to ſtrike, do it like a 
Lady, gently ; and aſſure your ſelf, 
that where you care to do it, you 
will wound others more, and hurt 
your ſelf leſs, by ſoft Strokes, than 
by being harſh or violent. ; 

The Triumph of Mit is to make 
your good Nature ſubdue your Cen- 
ſure; to be quick in ſeeing Faules, 
aud ſlow in expoſing them. You are 
to conſider, that the inviſible Thing 
called a Good Name, 1s made up of 
the Breath of Numbers that ſpeak 
well of you; ſo that if by a diſoblig- 
ing Word you ſilence the meaneſt, the 
Gale will be leſs ſtrong which is to 
bear up your Eſteem, and though 
nothing is ſo vain as the eager Pur- 
ſuic of empty Applauſe, yet to be well 
thought of, and to be kindly uſed 
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by the World, is like a Glory about 
a Woman's Head, 'tis a Perfume ſhe 
carricth about with her, and leaveth 
wherever ſhe goeth; 'tis a Charm 
againſt Mill. Malice may empty 
her Quiver, but cannot wound ; the 
Dirt will not ſtick, the Jeſts will not 
take: Without the Conſent of the 
World a Scandal doth not go deep; 
it is only a ſlight Stroke upon the in- 
jured Party, and turneth with the 
greater Force upon thoſe that gave it. 


A- 
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I Muſt with more than ordinary 
Earneſtneſs give you Caution a- 
gainſt Vanity, it being the Fault to 
which your Sex ſeemeth to be moſt 
inclined; and ſince AMfectation for the 
moſt Part attendeth it, I do not know 
how to divide them. I will not call 
them Twins, becauſe more properly Fa- 
nity is the Mother, and Affectation is the 
darling Daughter ; Vanity is the Siu, and 
Aﬀefation is the Puniſhment ; the firſt 
may be called the Root of Self-Love, the 
other the Fruit. Vanity is never at its 
full growth till it ſpreadeth into A, 
fel dat ion, and then it is compleat. 
Not to dwell any longer upon the 
Definition of them, I vill paſs to 
the Means and Motives to avoid 
them. In order to it, you are to 
conſider, that the World challengeth 
the Right of diſtributing Eſteem and 


Ap- 
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Applauſe ; ſo that where any aſſume 
by cheir ſingle Authority to be their 
own Carvers, it groweth angry, and 
never faileth ro ſeek Revenge. And 
it we may meaſure a Fault by the 
Greatneſs of the Penalty, there are 
few of a higher Size than Vanity, as 
there is ſcarce a Puniſhment which 
can be heavier than that of being 

laughed at. | 
Vanity maketh a Woman tainted 
with it, ſo top-full of her ſelt, that 
ſhe ſpilleth it upon the Company. 
And becauſe her own Thoughts arc 
intirely employ'd in Self-Contempla- 
tion, ſhe endeavourcth by a cruel 
Miſtake, to confine her Acquaintance 
to the ſame narrow Circle of that 
which only eoncerneth her Lady- 
ſhip, forgetting that ſhe is not of 
half that Importance to the World 
that ſhe is to her ſelf; ſo miſtaken 
ſhe is in her Value, by being her 
own Appraiſer. She will fetch ſuch 
a Compals in Diſcourſe to bring in 
her beloved Se, and rather than fail, 
| her 
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her fine Petticoat, that there can 
hardly be a better Scene than ſuch 
a I'ryal of ridiculous Ingenuity. It 
is a Pleaſure to ſce her angle for Com- 
mendations, and riſe fo diſſatisfied 
with the Il!l-bred Company if they 
will not bite. To obſerve her throw- 
ing her Eyes about to fetch in Priſo- 
ners, and go about cruizing like a 
Privatcer, and ſo out of | Counte- 
agnce, it ſhe return without Booty, is 
no ill Piece of Comedy. She is fo 
eager to draw Reſpect, that ſhe al- 
ways miſſcth it, yet thinketh it fo 
much her due, that when ſhe faileth, 
ſhe groweth waſpijh, not conſidering, 
that it is impoſſible to commit a Rape 
upon the Will; that it muſt be fairly 
gained, and will not be taken by 
Storm; and that in this Caſe, the 
Tax cver raiſcth higheſt by a Be-ne- 
volence. If the World inſtcad of 
admiring her imaginary Excellencies, 
taketh the Liberty to laugh at them, 
ſhe appealeth from it to her ſelt, for 
whom ſhe giveth Sentente, and pro- 
7 claimeth 
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claimeth it in all Companies. On 
the other Side, it encouraged by a 

civil Word, ſhe is ſo obliging, * 
ſhe will give Thanks for being laugh- 
ed at in good Language. She taketh 
a Compliment for a Dcmonſtration, 
and ſetteth it up as an Evidence, even 
againſt her Looking-Glaſs. Bur the 
good Lady being all this while in a 
molt protound Ignorance of her (elf, 
torgetteth that Men would not let 
her talk upon them, and throw ſo 
many ſenſcleſs Words at their Head, 
ii they did not intend to put her Per- 
fon to Fine and Ranſome, for her In- 
pertinence. Good Words of any other 
Lady, are ſo many Stones thrown at 
her, ſhe can by no mcans bear them, 
they make her ſo uncaſy, that ſhe can- 
not keep! her Seat, but up ſhe riſcth 
and goeti Home half burſt with Au- 


ger and Strait-Lacing. If by great 


chance ſhe faith any thing that hath 
Senſe in it, ſhe expecteth ſuch an ex- 
ceſſive Rate of Commendations, that, 
to her thinking, the Company ever 

riſeth 
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riſeth in her Debt. She looketh upon 
Rules as things made for the common 
People, and not for Perſons of her 
Rank ; and this Opinion ſometimes 
tempteth her to extend her Preroga- 
tive to the diſpenſing with the Com- 
mandments. It by great Fortune ſhe 
happencth, in ſpite of her Vanity, to 
be honeſt, ſhe is ſo troubl:ſome with 
it, that as far as in her licth, ſhe ma- 
keth a ſcurvy Thing of it. Her brag- 
ging ot her Virtue, looketh as it it 
colt her ſo much Pains to get the 
better of her Selt, that the [nferences 
are very ridiculous. Her good Hu- 
mour is generally applied to the 
laughing at good Senſe. It would do 
one good to ſec how heartily ſhe de- 
ſpiſcth any Thing that is fit tor her 
to do. The greateſt Part ot her 
Fancy is laid out in cliuſing her Gown, 
as her Diſcretion is chicfly imploycd 
in not paying for it. She is faichtul 
to the Faſhion, to waich not only 
her Opinion, but her Senſes are whol- 
ly religned : So obſequious ſhe 1s to 

2 2 it, 
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it, that ſhe would be ready to be re- 
conciled even to Virtue with all its 
Faults, if ſhe had her Dancing-Ma- 
ſter's Word that it was practiſed at 
Court. 

To a Woman fo compoſed, when 
Afﬀettation cometh in to improve her 
Charatter, it is then raiſed to the 
higheſt Perfectin. She firſt ſetteth 
up for a ne Thing, and for that 
Reaſon will diſtinguiſh her ſelf right 
or wrong, in every thing ſhe doth. 
She would have it thought that ſhe 
is made of ſo much the finer Clay, 
and ſo much more fifred than ordina- 


ry, that ſhe hath no common Earth 


about her. Jo this end ſhe muſt nei- 
ther move nor ſpeak like other Wo- 
men, becauſe it would be vulgar ; and 
therefore muſt have a Language of 
her own, lince erdinary Engliſh is too 
coarſe for her. The Looking-Glaſs 
in the Morning dictateth to her all 
the Motions ot the Day, which by 
how much the more fludied, are ſo 
much the more miſtaken. She cometh 

into 
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into a Room as it her Limbs were 
ſer on with ill made Screws, which 
maketh the Company tear the pret- 
ty Thing ſhould leave ſome ot its 
Artificial Perſon upon the Floor. She 
doth not like herſclt as God Almighty 
made her, but will have ſome of 
her own Workmanſhip ; which is fo 
tar from making her a better Thing 
than a Woman, that it turncth her 
into a worſe Creature than a Monkey. 
She falleth out-with Nature, againſt 
which ſhe maketh War without ad- 
mitting a Truce, thoſe Moments ex- 
cepted in which her Galant may re- 
concile her to it. When ſhe hath a 
mind to be ſoft and languiſbing, there 
is ſomething ſo unnatural in that 
affected Eaſi neſs, that her Frowns 
could not be by many Degrees ſo for- 
bidden. When ſhe would appear un- 
reaſonably humble, one may ſec ſhe 
is ſo exceſſively provid, that there is 
no enduring it. There is ſach an 
impertinent Smile, ſucii a ſatisfizd Sim = 
per, when ſhe taintly difownerh {ome 

E 2 ſulſome 
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fulſome Commendation a Man hap- 
peneth to beſtow upon her againſt 
his Conſcience, that her Th. wks for 
it are more viſible under ſuch a thin 
Diſguiſe, than they could be it ſhe 
ſhould print them. It a Hand ſomer 
Woman taketh any Liberty of Dreſ- 
fing out of the ordinary Rules, the 
miſtaken Lady followeth, without 
diſtinguiſhing the uncqual Pattern, 
and maketh herſelf nglier by an Ex- 
ample mifplaced ; cirher forgetting 
the Priviledge of good Loeb in another, 
or preſuming, witnout ſufficient Rea- 
fon, upon her un. Her Diſcourſe is 
a ſenſeleſs Chime of empty Words, 
a heap of Compliments ſo cqually 
applicd to diftering Perſons, that 
they are ncither valued nor believed. 
Her Eyes keep pace with her Tougre, 
and arc therefore always in Motion. 
One may diſcern that they generally 
incline to the compaſſionate Side, and 
that, notwithſtanding her Pretence 
to Iirtue, ſhe is gentle to diſtreſſed 


Leders, and Ladder that are merciful, 
She 
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She will repeat the tender Part of a 
Play ſo feelingly, that the Company 
may gueſs, without Injuſtice, ſhe 
was not altogether a difiztereſted Spe- 
dator. She thinketh that Paiat and 
Sin are conccal'd by railing at them. 
Upon the latter ſhe is leſs hard, and 
being divided between the two op- 


polite Prides of her Beauty and her 


Virtue, ſhe is otten tempted to give 
broad Hints that ſomebody i is dying 
for her; and of the two, the is leſs 
unwilling to let the W orld think the 
may be ſometimes profan d, than that 
ſhe is never wor/bipped. 

Very great Beauty may perhaps ſo 
dazzle for a time, that Men may not 
ſo clearly ſee the Deformity ot theſe 
Aſfefaticas ; but hen the By ighmueſs 
goeth off, and that the Lover's Etes 
are by that Means ſet at Liberty to 
{ce Things as they are, he will natu- 
rally return to his Seuſes, and rcco- 
ver the Miſtake into wich the La- 
dy's pod Looks had at firſt engaged 
him. And being once und :ccived, 
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ceaſeth to worſhip that as a Goddeſs 
which he fecth only an Artificial 
Shrine moved by Wheels and Springs, 
to delude him. Such Women pleaſe 
only like the firs? opening ot a Scene, 
that hath nothing to recommend it 


but the being new. They may be 


compared to Flics, that have pretty 
ſhining J/ings for two or three hot 
Months, but the firſt cold Weather 
maketh an End of them; fo the /at- 
ter Seaſon of theſe fluttering Creatures 
is diſmal : From their nearcſt Friends 
they reccive a very taint Reſpect ; 
from the reſt of the World, the ut- 
moſt degree of Contempr. 

Let this Picture ſupply the Place 
of any other Rules which might be 
given to prevent your Reſemblance to 
it. The Deformity of it, well conſi- 
dered, is Inſtruclion enough; from 
the ſame Reaſon, that the Sight 
of a Drunkard is a better Sermon 
againſt that Vice, than the belt that 
was cver preached upon that Sec. 


PRIDE. 
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FT ER having ſaid this a- 


ainſt Vanity, I do not intend 
to apply the ſame Cenſure to Pride, 
well placed and rightly defined. It 
is an ambiguous Word ; one kind of it 
is as much a Virtue, as the other is a 
I'ice But we arc natutally fo apt to 
chooſe the ur, that it is become 
dangerous to commend the Leit Side 
of it. 

A Woman is not to be proud of 
her fine Gown ; nor when ſhe hath 
leſs Wit than her Neighbours, to 
comfort her ſelt that ſhe hath more 
Lace. Some Ladies put ſo much 
Weight upon Ornaments, that it one 
could ſce into their Hearts, it would 
be tound, that even the Thoughts 
of Death is madc leis heavy to them 
by the Contemplation of their being 
laid out in State, and honourably at- 
tended to the Grade. One may come 
a good deal ſhort ot uch an Ex- 

EJ tre am, 


rFoO6 Advice to a Daughter. 


tream, and yet ſtill be ſufficiently 
Impertinent, by ſetting a wrong Va- 
Ine upon Things, which ought to be 
uſed with more Indifference. A La- 
dy mult not appear ſollicitous to in- 
groſs Reſpect to her ſelt, but be con- 
tent with a reaſonable Diſtribution, 
and allow it to others, that ſne may 
have it returned to her. She is not 
to be troubleſomely nice, nor diſtin- 
guiſh her ſelt by being too dellcate, 

as it ardinary Things were too coarſe 
for her; this is an numan ne, iy and an 
effenſive Pride, and where it is pra- 
ctiſed, deſerveth to be mortificd, of 
which it ſeldom faileth. She is not 
to lean too much upon her Quality, 

much leis to deſpiſe thoſe who are 
below it. Some make Qualit) an 
Idol, and then their Reaſon mult tall 
down and worſhip it. They would 
have the World think, that no 
Amends can ever be made for the 
want of a great Title, or an anticnt 
Coat of Arms They imagine, that 
with theſe ddvantages they ſtand 


upon 
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apon the higher Ground, which ma- 
keth them look down upon Merit 
and Virtue, as Things inferiour to 
them. This Miſtake is not only 
fenſeleſs, but criminal too, in putting 
a greater Price upon that which is a 
Piece of good Luck, than upon Things 
which are valuable in themſelves. 
Laughing is not enough tor ſuch a 
Filly ; it muſt be ſe vercly whipped, as 
it juſtly deſerves Ir will be con- 
feſſed, there are frequent Temptation: 
given by pert Urſtarts to be angry, 
and by that to have our Judgments 
corrupted in theſe Caſes : But they 
are to be reſiſted; and the utmoſt 
that 15 to be allowed, is when thoſe 
of a new Edition will forget them- 
ſelves, fo as either to bras of their 
weak Side, or to endeavour to hide 
their Meanneſs by their folence; to 
eure them by a little ſeaſonable Rail- 
bery, a little Sharpneſs well placed, 
without dwelling too long upon it. 
Theſe and many other Kinds of 
Pride are to be avoided, 
That. 
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That which is to be recommen- 
ded to you, is an Emulation to raiſe 
our ſelf to a Character, by which 
you may be diſtinguiſhed ; an Eager- 
neſs for Precedence in Fi; tue, and 
all ſuch other things as may gain 
you a greater Share ot the good Opi- 
nion of the World. Eſteem to Virtue 
is like a*cheriſhing Air to Plants and 
Flowers, wilach maketh them blow 
and. proſper; and for that Reaſon 
it may be allowed to be in ſome De- 
gree the Canſe as well as the Reward 
of it. That Pride which Jeadcth to 
a good End, cannot be a Vice, kince it 
is the beginning of a Virtt e; and to 
be pleaſed with juſt Applanſe, is ſo 
far from a Fault, that it would be an 
it Symptom in a Woman, who ſhould 
not place the greateſt Part or her Sa- 
tisfaftion on it. Humility is no doubt 
a great Virtue; but it ccaſeth to be 
ſo, when it is atraid to ſcorn an 10 
Thing. Againlt Vice and Folly it is 
becoming your Sex to be ht]; but 
you mult not carry the Contempt of 
Things 
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Things to Arrogance towards Perſons, 
and it muſt be done with fitting D 
ſtinfions, elle it may be inconvenient 
by being uuſeaſonable. A Pride that 
raiteth a little Anger to be outdone 
in any thing that 1s good, will have 
ſo good an fett, that it is very hard 
to allow it to be a Fault. 

It is no caly matter to carry even 
between theſe diftering Kinds de- 
(crib'd ; but remember that it is ſa- 
ter tor a H/oman to be thought too 
proud, than too familiar. 
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DIVERSIONS, 
HE laſt Thing I ſhall recom- 


mend to you, is a wife and a 
ſafe Method of uſing Diverfions. To 
be too cager in the Purſuit of Plca- 
ſure whiltt you are young, is dange- 
rous ; to catch at it in riper Tears, is 
graſping a Shadow; it vill not be 
held. Beſides, that by being leſs na- 
rural it groweth to be indecent. Di- 
ve/frons are the molt properly applied, 
to caſe and relieve tnoſe who are op- 
preſſed, by being too much imploycd. 
Thoſe that are idle have no need of 
them, and yet they, above all others, 
give themiclves up to them. To un- 
bead our Thoughts, when they are too 
much ſtretched by our Cares, is not 
more natural than it is necefſary, but 
to turn our whole Lives into a Hoh- 
day, is not only ridiculous, but deftroyerh 
Pleaſure inder of promoting it. The 

Miud 
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Mind like the Body is tired by being 
always in one Poſture, too ſerious 
breaketh, and too diverting looſeneth 
it: It is Variety that giveth the Re- 
liſh ; ſo that Diverfions too irequent- 
ly repeated, grow firſt to be indiffe- 
rent, and at laſt tedious: Whilſt 
they are well-choſen and well-timed, 
they are never to be blamed ; but 
Khen they are uſed to an Exceſs, 
though very innocent at hrit, they ot- 
ten grow to be criminal, and never 
{ail ro be impertinent. 

Some Ladies are beſpoken for 
Merry Meetings, as Beſſus was for 
Ducls. [hey are engaged in a Cir- 
cle of 1dlneſs, where they turn round 
jor the whole Year, without the In- 
teruption ol a ſerious Hour. I'hey 
know all the Players Names, and 
arc intimately acquainted with all. 
the Booths: in Bartho/omew-Fair, No 
Soldier is more Obedient to the 
{ound of his Captain's Trumpet, than 
they are to that which ſummoneth 
chem to a Puppet Play or a Monſter. 


'The 
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The Spring that bringeth out Flies, 
and Fouls, maketh them Inhabitants 
in Hyde-Park; in the Winter they arc 
an Incumbrance to the Play- Houſe, 
and the Ballaſt of the Drawing Rom. 
The Streets all this while are fo 
weary ot thele daily Faces, that 
Mens Ezes arc overlaid with them. 
The Sight is glutted with tine things, 
as the Stomach with ſweet ones; 
and when a tair Lady will give too 
much ot herſelt to the World, ſhe 
groweth luſcious, and oppreſſeth in- 
ſtead of pleaſing. Theſc jolly La- 
dies do ſo continually ſeck Diverſion, 
that in a little Time they grow into 

a Jet, yet are unwilling to remem- 
ber, that it they were ſeldomer leen, 
they would net be fo oiten laughed 
at. Beſides, they make themſclves 
Cheap, than which there cannot be 
an wikinder Word beſtowed upon your 
Sex. 

To Play ſometimes, to entertain 
Company, or to divert your ſelt, is 


not to be diſallowed; but to do it 
ſo 
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ſo often as to be called a Gameſter, 
1s to-be avoided, next to the Things 
that arc moſt criminal. It hath Con- 
ſequences of ſeveral Kinds not to be 
endured ; it will engage you into a 
Habit of 1d/znsſs and IU-honrs, draw 
you into mixed Company, malte you 
negleet your Civilities abroad, and 
your Bufineſs at home, and impoſe 
into your Acquaintance ſuch as will 
do you no Credit. 

To deep Play there will be yet 
greater Oljections It will give Oc- 
cafion to the World to ask ſpiteful 
Qreſtions - How you dare venture 
to loſe, and what Means you have 
to pay ſuch great Sums ? It you pay 
exattly, it will be enquired trom 
whence the Money cometh? It you 
owe, and cſpecially to a Man, you 
mult be ſo very Civil to him tor his 
Forbearance, that it laycth a ground 
of having it tarther improved, if 
the Gentleman 1s ſo diſpoſed; who 
will be thought no untair Creditor, 
it where the Eſtate tailcth he ſeizeth 

upou 
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upon the Perſon. Beſides, if a Lady 
could ſce her own Face upon an 1/4 
Game, at a deep Stake, ſhe would 
certainly forſwear any thing that 
could put her Looks under ſuch a 
Diſadvantage. 

Jo Dance ſometimes will not be 
imputed to you as a Fault; but re- 
member, that the End of your Learu— 
ing: it was, that you might the better 
know how to move gracefully, It is 
only an Advantage ſo ilar; when it 
goeth beyond it, one may call it ex- 
celing in a Viitake, which is no very 
great Commendation. It is better for 
a Wyman never to Dance, becauſe the 
hath no Skill in it, than to do it coo 
often, becauſe ſhe dorh it well. Ihe 
eaſieſt as well as the ſafeſt Method 
of doing it, is in private Companies, 
amonelt particular Friends, and then 
careleſly like a Diverfion, rather than 
with Slemnity, as it it was a Buſi— 
neſs, or had any thing in it to de- 
ſerve a Months Preparation, by ſerious 
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Much more might be ſaid to all 
theſe Heads, and many more might 
be added to them: But I maſt re- 
{train my Thoughts, which are full 
of my Dear Child, and would e r- 
flow into a Volume, which would 
not be fit for a New-lears-Gife. I 
will conclude with my warmeſt 
Wiſhes for all that is good to you ; 
that you may live ſo as to be an 
Ornament to your Family, and a 
Pattern to your Sex. That you may 
be bleſſed with a Husband that may 
value, and Children that may inhe- 
rit your Virtue; that you may ſhine 
in the World by a truc Light, and 
filence Envy by deſerving to be 
eſteemed; that Wit and Virtue may 
both conſpire to make you a great 
Figure: When they are ſeparated, 
the firlt is fo empty, and the other 
ſo faint, that they ſcarce have right 
to be commended. May they there- 
fore meet and never part; let them 
be your Guardian Angels, and be 
ſure never to ſtray out of the Di- 

ſtance 
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ſtance of their joint Protection. May 
you ſo raiſe your Character, that 
you may help to make the next Age 
a better Thing, and leave Poſterity 
in your Debt tor the Advantage it 
ſhall receive by your Example. 

Let me conjure you, M) Deareſt, 
to comply with this kind Ambition 
of a Father, whoſe Thoughts are 
ſo engaged in your bchalt, that he 
reckoneth your Happineſs to be the 
greateſt Part of his own, 
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